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ABSTRACT
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Census and offers a general picture of the populations served to dateand where possible includes program information. The report is
divided into six sections and includes both an introduction- and an
overview. These sections represent a description of the Head Start
children and their families, the medical status of the children,
center information where available, staff member characteristics,
evaluation of the program, and parent activities. Tables included
with each section consist of item frequency distributions of the data
collected to date. The data depict selected trends in the composition
and characteristics of the Head Start participants by comparing themfrom one program term to the next. The overview provides a context
for- interpreting the data. The- paper is planned to be suggestive of
leads for additional and more refined analysis of data, and should be
useful in both program planning and the design of research and
evaluative studies related to Head Start. (Aut.hor /JF)
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Introduction

Project Head Start programs have been operative in every state across the

nation and in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Samoa, and Pacific

Trust Territories. The programs vary as widely as the locales n which

they operate and the various populations they serve.

This report is descriptive of the range of children, their families, and

staff members who have participated in Project Head Start from its inception

in the summer of 1965 through 1967. The data as presented depict selected

trends in the composition and characteristics of the Head Start participants

by comparing them from one program term to the next, over time. Although

these data may in some cases suggest hypotheses, this report is not designed

directly to test any particular hypothesis.

Since the first Summer 1965 Head Start program, the Bureau of Census has played

a major role in the national evaluation of Project Head Start. For each program

(Summer 1965; Full Year 1966; Summer 1966; Full Year 1967; and Summer 1967) data

concerning the Head Start participants and operations of the program have been

collected from a nationally representative sample of Head Start centers. The

information in this report has been compiled from tabulations of data prepared

by the Bureau of Census and offers a general picture of the populations served

to date and where possible includes program information.* The tables presented

here are by no means exhaustive. This paper is planned to be suggestive of leads

for additional and more refined analyses of these data, and should be useful as

an aid in both program planning and the design of research and evaluative studies

related to Head Start.

1

* Some data on the Summer 1965 Head Start program were taken from frequency
distributions prepared by the O.E.O. Information Center for the Planning

Research Corporation.



The report is divided into six sections and includes both an introduction and

an overview. The six sections have been arranged for ease of a detailed

presentation and discussion of the data as obtained from each of the

various instruments utilized. Tables are included with each section and

consist of item frequency distributions of the- data collected to date. These

sections represent a description of the Head Start children and their families;

the medical status of the children; center information where available;- staff

member characteristics; their evaluation of the program; and parent activities.

The overview follows the introduction and provides the context for interpreting

the data from each of the separate sections.

Sample Design

The Bureau of Census selected a separate sample for each Head Start program with

the sampling design and procedures for centers, classes, and children remaining

essentially the same from the Summer 1965 through Summer 1967 Head Start programs.

During the Full Year 1966 Head Start program (and subsequent program terms), forms

and questionnaires were mailed to a selected sample of centers and the families

of the sample children from these centers. To select a nationally representative

set of Head Start centers and children, all Head Start centers were stratified

according to six categories based on size of center (Number of classes per

center: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5-19, and 20 and over), and grouped by geographic region

(northeast, north central, south, and west). Except for classes in centers with

20 or more classes where all centers in this size category were included in the

sample with certainty, classes were selected on the basis of random sampling

procedure, the principle being "every nth class" within the size strata and
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region defined above. Every center having a selected class was then drawn into

the sample as a sample center; all classes in the sample center became sample

classes; and every 5th child in each sample class became a sample child.

During the Summer 1965 Project Head Start program, however, the Bureau ofCensus

mailed out forms and questionnaires to all of the Head Start centers but processes

and tabulated only those data collected for a sample of Head Start centers and

children. The sample design differed from that of the other programs in that

the selected sample of Head Start centers included all centers with 30 or more

classes (only 3 centers were found in this category) and 59 centers organized

for specific ethnic groups. The sample design varied for the Summer 1966,

Full Year 1967, and Summer 1967 programs only in terms of total number of

classes selected (although related to this variation is that of total number

of centers in operation during any given program term).

For the full year programs, approximately 1 out of every 4 Head Start classes

was selected; for the summer programs, approximately 1 out of every 20 classes.

The sample of children ranged- from approximately 1% of the children enrol -led in

the summer programs to approximately 5.7% during the full year programs.

Resulting numbers of- sample centers and sample children selected for each

program term are shown in Table I.

Table I: Number of Head Start Centers and Children in Sample by Head Start Program.

Summer
1965-

Full Year

1966

Summer

1966

Full Year Summer

1967 1967

No. of:
w

Centers 374 579 565 950 505

Children 5300 5330 8419 8064 5952



Forms and Questionnaires

During the Summer 1965 Head Start program, the following forms and questionnaires

along with instructions were sent to the Head Start centers to be completed by

center personnel:

1. Record Book (one per child)

2. Medical/Dental and Family Information (one per child)

3. Staff Member Information (one per staff member)

4. Paid and Voluntary Worker's Evaluation (one per staff member)

5. Parent Participation Record (one per class)

For the Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966 programs, similar forms and instructions

for their completion were mailed to the sample centers. The Class Register (one

per class with all children in class listed) was developed to supercede the

Record Book as a -more efficient means for obtaining basic child data. The

major change in design was that of the Medical/Dental and Family Information

which was revised into two separate forms:

1. Medical/Dental Information (one per sample child to be completed by center
personnel).

2. Family Information (one per sample child and mailed directly to the family
to be completed by them).

During the Full Year 1967 and Summar 1967 programs, the Paid and Voluntary Worker's

Evaluation Questionnaire was discontinued; the Staff Member Information Form

slightly revised to obtain more detailed background data; the Parent ParticipatiA

Record substantially revised to collect both center and class data and renamed

the Parent Activities Record. In addition, a Medical Follow-up Form was

mailed out to the centers near the end of the program to be completed for

each sample child.



Essentially seven (7) data collection instruments have been utilized during

the surveys conducted by the Bureau of Census on the Head Start programs.

Five (5) of these have obtained basically the same information for each

program. Concerning the other two, the, Paid and Voluntary Worker's Evaluation

Questionnaire was not used after the Summer 1966 Head Start program; and the

Medical Follow-Up Form was used only during the Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967

Head Start programs. A brief description is provided below for each of

these instruments.

The Class Register (CAP-HS Form 35) served as both a class and child

identification form, Class registers were sent to the sample centers to be

completed within two weeks of receipt for each class with instructions to

the teacher that children were to be listed in alphabetic order and one copy

of the register was to be returned to the Bureau of Census. Child information

included home address, date of birth, and name of person with whom child

resides. Child identification numbers were precoded on the register for those

who were designated sample children.

The Medical/Dental Information Form (CAP-HS 31) was to be completed for each

sample child (as obtained from the Class Register). Data included sex,

ethnicity, immunization history, results of screening tests, nand 'diagnostic

limm4 information on any major conditions- discovered.

(In The Family Information Form (CAP-HS Form 46) was mailed directly to the

Nfamilies of the sample children to be completed and returned to- the Bureau

cat0 of the Census by the families. Information included family size and income;

education and employment history of both parents; location of the home;

facilities; and other related data.
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The Medical/Follow-Up Form (CAP-HS Form 50) was sent to the sample centers

near the end of the program to be completed for each sample child to determine

status, action taken, and source of care upon referral for immunizations- and

diagnostic categories discovered.

The Parent Activities Record (CAP -HS Form 45 and 45a) contained the same

basic information as that of the Parent Participation Record, the purpose of

the original record being to determine the degree of parent involvement in

the program at the- class level. This record was developed, however, to obtain

data both at the center and class- level. The center record included information

on lectures, demonstrations, and workshops; training courses; and counseling

activities held for and by the parents along with that of positions held in

the center by the parents. Other center background data was also obtained

at this time. The class record contained data on- parent- teacher interactions.

The Staff Member Information Form (CAP-HS Form 43) was to be completed by

every staff member whether paid or volunteer who worked on a regular basis

at the sample centers to include both thosepno worked on a part-time basis

and those who received their salary from other sources (such as Neighborhood

Youth Corps workers). Information included their position at the center,

age, ethnicity, sex, education, training, and other related data.

The Paid and Voluntary Worker's Evaluation Form (CAP-HS Form 38) was to be

completed by all the staff members (as described above) in the' sample centers.

Information included their evaluation of the Head Start program components

as these affected both the children, their parents, and staff members

themselves.



Data Collection Procedures

For each program term, the Bureau of Census obtained listings of funded

Head Start grants from the Office of Economic Opportunity on a biweekly

basis. Each grantee was then informed that various center information was

needed by the Bureau of Census in order to select centers for the national

sample. Grantees were than requested to complete data collection forms

(CLIS -Form 114) concerning information on center location, number of classes,

and number of children. Follow-up procedures included a telegram if forms

were not received in two weeks, and a telephone call if not received in

three weeks. In this manner, responses were obtained from all the grantees.

As fundings became known and information received from the grantees, sample

centers were selected and packages of data collection instruments were sent

to the centers. Essentially, however, one major sample selection and mail out

of instruments to the sample centers was made for each program term; after that,

centers were selected on a weekly basis and forms mailed to them up to the

cut off point. For full year programs the Bureau of Census began the mail out

in February and for summer programs, in June; with cut off points in May for

;full year programs and August for summer programs.

Instructions accompanying the instruments included a time schedule for both

their completion and return to the Bureau of Census Jeffersonville Office.

Follow-up procedures for the Class Register began two weeks after the first

mail out; if not received in three weeks, a telephone call was made. For all

missing instruments, a follow-up form was sent to the centers five weeks after

the first mail out-; after seven weeks, a telephone call was made. After this,

follow-up letters were sent every two weeks for missing instruments.



Upon receipt of the Class Register, the Bureau of Census mailed out the Family

Information Form to the families of the sample children. For those not received,

follow-up letters were sent in two weeks and in four weeks after the first

mail out. Following this procedure, the Bureau of Census took the remaining

nonresponding families and grouped them by center. Centers were then stratified

on the basis of number of nonresponding families and a subsample of approxi-

mately one third of the families was selected (total subsample size varied

somewhat according to the total nonresponse rate for any given program).

The Bureau of Census Field Offices were then contacted concerning these families

and made either telephone calls or personal visits to the home to collect the

data. Each return from this subsample was then weighted to represent three

families.

The final sample of children, their families, staff members, and centers were

given a center weight to reflect the probability of their selection in the

sample. The basic weight was the inverse of the probability of selection and

varied according to which of the six size strata centers were originally

assigned. Sample children and families were given an additional weight of

five (5) times the center weight. Staff members working in more than one

center were additionally weighted to reflect probability of their selection

in the sample.

All data except that from the Medical/Dental Information and Family Information

forms were projected to total numbers on the basis of actual responses received

from the originally selected sample. Data from the Medical/Dental information and

Family Information Forms were ratio adjusted to include nonrespondents, and were

projected to equal total numbers of children and families in the populations.



Since the Medical Follow-up Form had a much lower response rate than the

other forms, data from it was projected on the basis of actual responses.

The final rates of return for the forms and questionnaires for the sample

centers, children, their families and staff members for each program term

are depicted in Table II.

Table II: Actual Response as Percentage of Expected Response Rate
Summer Full. Year Summer Full Year Summer

Forms: 1965 1906 1966 1967 1967

Class Register -- 87 84 92 97

Medical/Dental 62 77 85 95
95

Family Information 68 78 86 91

Medical Follow-up -- sM4M, -- 45 58

Parent Activities:
Center Record _,.. -- s= MID 86 90

Class Record 64 67 77 78 94

Staff Member Information 72* 67* 77* 95* 90*

Paid & Voluntary

Worker's Evaluation- 75* 67* 77* _ _

* Estimates based on expected returns derived center
and class basis rather than total number of staff
members.

As this report is based on a sample of Head Start children, their families,

staff members, centers and classes, results may differ from that obtained on

the total population, and are subject to errors of response, reporting, and

sampling variability. Although the standard error is primarily a measure of
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sampling variability (variation occurring by chance), according to the

Bureau of Census, the standard errors for Head Start data are likely to

be small and misleading compared to the errors due to nonresponse in those

cases where response rates (See Table II above) are low.

For summer programs and Medical/Dental Informatiun and Family Information data,

sampling variability contributes a standard error (for percentages based on all

cases) ranging from about 1 percentage point for a value of 50% down to 0.3

percentage points for values of 2% or 98%. For Staff Member Information data,

sampling variability contributes a standard error of about 2 percentage points

for a value of 50% down to 0.8 percentage points for values

of 2% or 98%. For Paid and Voluntary Workers' Evaluation, sampling variability

contributes a standard error of about 2 percentage points for a value of 507

down to 0.7 percentage points for values of 2% or 98%. For Parent Activities

center data, sampling variability contributes a standard error of about 2.2

percentage points for a value of 50% down to 0.6 percentage points for a

value of 2% or 98%. For Parent Participation and Parent Activities class

data, sampling variability contributes a standard error of about 5 percentage

points for a value of 50% down to 1 percentage point for values of 2% or 98% ,

For full year programs, and Medical/Dental Information and Family Information

data, sampling variability contributes a standard error ranging from about 2

percentage points for a value of 50% down to 0.6 percentage points for values

of 2% or 98%. Approximate standard errors for data from the other instruments

remain the same as those reported for the summer programs.

10



According to the Bureau of Census, the chances are 68 out of 100 that an

estimate from the sample would differ from a complete census figure by

less than the standard error, and chances are 95 out of 100 that the

differences would be less than twice the standard error.
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Overview

From its inception, Project Head Start was designed as a comprehensive

program to serve disadvantaged children and their families. Since

the implementation of the first summer (1965) and full year program

(fall of 1965 but referred to as Full Year 1966), Head Start has

provided medical, dental, nutritional services and care for the children;

involved parents; employed and trained the disadvantaged; mobilized

social services and community resources to improve the lives of the

families; and utilized volunteers in a variety of capacities as well

as provided an enrichment program for stimulating the social, emotional,

and intellectual development of the child.

The philosophy behind- a summer program remainQ identical to that of

a full year program; however, operational differences do exist.

Summer- Head Start programs range from six to eight weeks in duration,

while Full Year Bead Start may operate up to twelve months in terms

of classroom activities for the children. In general, over twice as

many Head Start centers and classes are in operation during summer

compared- to full year. For example, during the 1967 summer program,

over 466,000 children and their families were being served at over

9700 centers (different physical locations) in over 29,000 classrooms

by- over 100,000 paid staff members; while during the 1967 full year

program, over 215,000 children and their families were served at over

4800 centers in over 12,000 classroams by over 49 000 paid staff

members, In addition, 0.E.0. figures indicate that over 68,000

volunteers were involved in the summer and over 26,000 in the full

year program; however,, the number of volunteers who actually worked

12



at the centers on a regular basis is somewhat more difficult to

determine.

Though the report does not give a complete picture of all the

activities and persons associated with Head Start, it does depict

the variety of children and their families, Head Start centers and

activities, and staff members involved. Data drawn from each of the

separate sections bearing upon these three major components will be

discussed here. These data tend to reflect some differences in

composition between full year and summer programs as well as trends

over time (from Summer 1965 through Summer 1967). These differences

reflecting points of change or stability have been cited below for

the purpose of aiding program planners and other interested persons

and should be interpreted in a descriptive manner.

Head Start Children and Their Families

An older population is being served in summer as compared to full year

programs. Over 75% of the Head Start children in summer programs are

5 years of age and over; however, there is a decrease over time in

thoge who are 6 years and older and an increase in those who are 4 and

5 years old. For full year, over 54% are under 5 years old with these

figures remaining stable-; however, there is a slight decrease over

time in children who are 6 years and over and an increase in the

5 year old group. The sex ratio for the children remains stable

over time with proportions of boys and girls remaining fairly equal.

Although children from a large variety of, ethnic backgrounds have always.

participated in Head Start, up to Summer 1967, the largest cultural group

13



represented are Negro children. The second largest group (and for Summer

1967, the largest) are Caucasian children; however, a larger proportion of

these children are enrolled in summer as compared to full year programs.

A larger proportion of Spanish Speaking children are enrolled in full year

than in summer programs.

Beginning with the first full year Head Start program, over 16% of the

children have been in Head Start before, with a tendency for a larger

number of those in full year to be in this category compared to summer.

Medical and dental data collected on Head Start children indicate over

time for both full year and summer programs that increasing proportions

have visited a doctor and dentist in the previous year; however, the

biggest changes have occurred in the number of visits to dentists. For

the first Head Start program, over 6% of the children had never visited

a doctor, and over 57% had never been to a dentist before. By Summer

1967, 4.7% had never visited a doctor and over 35% had never visited

a dentist before. These data may reflect both the increasing proportion

of children who have been in a previous Head Start program (and had both

a medical or dental exam at that time) as well as an increased interest

in medical or dental care and facilities on the part of the community

and the families participating in Head Start in later years.

Results from medical screening examinations given during the Head Start

programs indicated that over 21% of the children had one major medical

condition; 4%-8% had two; and over 2% had three or more. The most

frequently reported were oral problems; ear,.nose and throat conditions;.

and eye-vision defects.. Most of these cases were identified during the

Head Start program and were receiving diagnosis and/or treatment.

14



According to medical follow-up data for 1967, those with major medical

conditions tended to utilize private physiians more frequently than

other sources; a larger proportion of children had completed all four

of their immunizations (DFT, polio, measles, and smallpox) by the end of

full year compared to summer, and a larger number for both programs

received or completed their immunizations through a public clinic

compared to other sources.

Few children and their families for any program resided on farms; however

there is a tendency for a larger proportion of those participating in

summer programs to live on farms compared to full year.

Figures indicate that at least 19% of the families in all programs are

welfare recipients; however, a larger proportion of welfare families

participate in full year programs- (23% - 27%) as compared to summer

(19% - 21%). In addition, a smaller proportion of families in full year

report a father, male guardian, or male head of household present in the

home as compared to those in summer programs.

Over.39% of the fathers (includes natural, step or foster father but not

guardian) present in the home of Head Start children have up to eight

grades of education only with a slightly larger proportion in this

category during summer (43%) compared to full year (39%); and for each

program, only about 28% have graduated from high school. For all Programs,

the most frequently reported occupations for fathers are 1) laborers,

except farm and mine; 2) operatives, and kindred; 3) craftsmen, foremen

and kindred. About- 12% - 15% of the fathers were unemployed at the time

each program was in operation. Over 21% reported they either did not work

or were employed less than 10 months out of the previous year with a slightly
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larger number in this category for full year (24% -27%) compared to

summer (21% - 22%).

Most of the families had a mother (includes natural, step or foster mother

but not guardian) present in the home. Level of education tended to remain

stable for mothers across programs with over 28% having up to eight grades

of education only and over 31% having graduated from high school. The

most frequently reported occupations (other than housewife) for mothers

were service workers and operatives and kindred. Although over 24% were

employed at the time the program was in operation, only 16%-17% had been

employed for 10-12 months out of the previous year.

For all programs, about 75% of the families earned less than $ 5000; and

family size tended to be large with the m.tdian around six persons. Family

structure with respect to- number and age of siblings- and other relatives

living in the home remained stable with few families for any program

reporting non-relatives living at home.

Proportion of siblings who have had previous Head. Start experience increased

from 17% in Full Year 1966 to 29% by Summer 1967.

Over 73% of the families in all programs had 2 - 3 rooms in their homes for

sleeping; and 8% - 17% reported they had no running water inside their

bones. However, over 85% reported the use of a radio and television set.

Over 20% did not have the use of a car or truck; however, a larger

proportion had the use of a car or truck in summer compared to full year,

probably reflecting the larger number of farm families in summer programs

where such transportation may be necessary. Over 32% did not have the use

of a telephone. Over 26% of the families did- not receive a newspaper; while

44% - 48% received one daily; 18% - 21% received one at least once a week;

16



and 2% received one less than xmce a week.

It would appear that Head Start is successfully achieving its recruitment

goals in both full year and summer programs. These goals include reaching

those on welfare as well as farm families; obtaining a mixture of those

from various cultural backgrounds as well as including a certain percentage

of middle or upperincome families. In addition, when families from both

full year and summer Head Start programs are compared to all families in the

United States, differences are rather dramatic. Head Start families have

more female heads of household than the average U.S. family, are larger in

size, have much lower incomes, and have less access to automobilies or

telephones.

Head Start Centers and Activities

According to 1967 data, a much larger proportion of the centers in summer

programs are operated by the public school system (65%) and are located in

public school buildings (87%) compared to those in full year where 38% are

operated by public schools and 32% are located in public school buildings.

This difference is probably due to -the fact that public school buildings

are more readily available during the summer, whereas they are not during

the regular school year for full year Head Start programs. In contrast to

summer, a large number of centers were located in church buildings (33%) -;

and community centers and public housing projects were utilized more

frequently during full year. For both programs, however, over 86% of the

centers were located in the neighborhood of the parents and children being

served.

In addition to working with the children, it is evident from the data that

many of the activities at the centers were conducted for the parents. In

at least- 80% of the Head Start centers in summer and around 70% of those.

in full year; lectures, demonstrations, or workshops on several topics had

17



been held for parents in a given month (prior to completion of the parent

activities record). The most frequently reported for both programs were

those held on health, child development (as well as supervised classroom

observation), and community and social issues. Over 23% of the centers

had also covered such topics as household management, consumer education,

cooking, and sewing during the same tame period. That a larger number of

centers reported such activities during the summer than in full year

probably reflects the concentrated nature of the summer programs (i.e. the

two months to cover parent education activities instead of twelve months)

rather than reflecting major differences in activities. About 4% - 8%

of Cae centers had conducted literacy, and vocational training courses

for the parents. A larger number had held pre-service staff development

courses for parents -; however, a larger proportion had done so in summer

(over 23%) compared to full year (over 12%). Over 56% of the centers

had provided family and individual counseling, social services and/or

referrals for one or more families in a given month; in over 28% of the

centers, educational and vocational guidance had been provided during the

same time period. It is expected that figures on any of these activities

would have been higher had they covered the length of the program operation

rather than only the month prior to completion of the data collection

instrument.

In addition, Parent Advisory Committees and other center-wide parent

organizations were formed for and/or by the parents. During the 1967

full year program, over 55% of the centers elected members to the Parent

Advisory Committee and 25% appointed them. In contrast, during the 1967

summer program, over 41% elected members and 42% appointed them. For both

programs, over 76% of the centers had center-wide parent organizations.

Both the Parent Advisory Committees and Center-wide parent organizations

conducted adult education activities for the parents; and held meetings

18



to discuss community affairs, and center policy and curriculum.

Parent-teacher organized educational activities were also held at the

class level. According to 1966 data, a larger proportion of all Head

Start parents (includes both mothers and fathers) attended meetings at

the class level during full year compared to summer. Over 35% of the pa rents

in the full year 1966 program attended the first meeting in comparison to

29% in summer; however, for both programs, most of the parents in attendance

were mothers. Parent-teacher consultations about individual children were

also held; and according to 1967 data, consultations recorded for a given

month concerned a much larger proportion of children in summer than full

year. Again this may- reflect the concentrated nature of the summer program

rather than indicate major program differences. For both programs, the

largest number of these consultations were teacher initiated and held in

either the home or at the center;- and the smallest number were parent

initiated and held at the home.

According to the 1967 data, at least 68% of the Head Start centers utilized

parents as either paid or volunteer staff members. A somewhat larger proportion

of all parents worked (on a paid and volunteer basis) in Head Start centers

during the Summer 1965 program (19 %)- compared to Full Year and Summer 1966

(11%-12%) and Full Year and Summer 1967- programs (15%-16%). According

to the 1965 and 1966 data, a much larger proportion of Head Start mothers

(17% - 29%) worked in the centers as compared to fathers (3% 7%). However,

for Summer 1965, a larger number were volunteers as compared to the 1966 and

1967 programs; and according to the 1967 data, most.of these worked on a

part-time basis. Except for Summer 1965, a larger number of those parents

working in the centers during summer programs were full -time paid employees

as compared to those in full year programs. The largest proportion of those
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working in the centers for both programs were teacher aides (.,O% - 54%).

Proportion of all Head Start parents who were paid employees increased

from 1.7% in Summer 1965 to 3.3% by the Summer 1967- program. These

figures should be considered, however, in relationship to the smaller

number of paid positions avail -able in Head. Start programs. When proportion

of the paid staff who are Head Start parents is considered (utilizing

O.E.O. figures), percentages have increased from 18.6% in Summer 1965 to

26.2% by Summer 1967 indicating an increased utilization of parents in

paid staff positions.

In general, center staff ratings (available only for the first three

Head Start programs) on parent participation in the programs were

favorable. Over 657. of the mothers and 23% of the fathers were considered

by the center staff as having exhibited a high or very high degree of

enthusiasm and interest in the Head Start program.

These data suggest Head Start is again reaching its objectives in both

programs: utilizing and working with existing institutions- where

possible (public schools, churches etc.) as well as mobilizing

community resources (community centers, public housing projects etc.)

to enable projects to be carried- out-; and devoting much time and effort

to activities developed both for and by the parents of Head Start

children. Where possible, Head Start parents were filling paid positions

in the centers. Here it is also noteworthy that so many parents are

contributing their time as volunteers to work in the centers indicating

both their enthusiasm for the program as well as interest in new

learning experiences for themselves and their children.
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Head Start Staff Members

A larger number of staff members participating in, summer programs are

under 22 years old (27% - 33%) as compared to full year (11%). This is

probably due to the greater use of students both as volunteers and paid

employees in summer programs (the data for Summer 1967 suggest this

possibility). In general, for all programs, the staff tends to be fairly

young with at least 60% under 40; and only about 20% are 46 years of

age and older.

Although staff members from many ethnic backgrounds have always

participated in Head Start, Caucasian staff members tend to be the

largest cultural group, represented in each program, with a larger

proportion participating in summer as compared to full year. Negro

staff members are the second largest group with a slightly larger

proportion represented in full year as compared to summer programs.

Participation of those from the Spanish Speaking population also

tends to be greater in full year compared to summer and may be related

to the larger number of Spanish Speaking children enrolled in full year

programs.

The largest number of staff in all programs are female; however,

slightly larger proportion of staff members are male in summer programs

(10% - 14%) as compared to full year (8% - 9%). These figures also

suggest a slight increase over time in the utilization of male staff.
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Over 31% of the staff in full year programs had 11-12 years only of

schooling compared to 22% - 26% in summer programs; and a- slightly

larger percentage of those in summer programs had 5 or more years

of college when compared to those in full year. However, since 1965,

increasing proportions of staff members are reported to have had no

college education. Figures on level of school completed as well as

the 1967 data support these conclusions. For all programs, the largest

number had high school degrees and only a few have doctorate degrees;

however, when comparing both full year and summer programs over time,

there is a decreasing proportion of staff members holding bachelor's

and master's degrees and increase in those having completed elementary

school. This trend probably reflects increased employment and training

of the disadvantaged in Head Start programs.

For all programs, the largest percentage of staff members fill other

than professional positions (58% - 64%); and over 22% of the staff are

teachers. According to 1967 data, teacher aides make up a larger

proportion of the staff in full year (30%) compared to summer (24%).

Most of the staff in all the programs served one Head Start center only;

and according to 1967 data, the largest number serving more than one

center were the professional medical and dental personnel.

For all Head Start programs, a large number of staff members reside in

the neighborhood where the center is located; and figures show a pro-

gressive increase from 46% in Summer 1965 to 70% by Summer 1967.

According to 1967 data, over 75% of the program assistants and other

assistants in both programs were neighborhood residents; ,and it is the
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proportion of each of the professional groups residing in the neighborhood

of the center that shows the dramatic increase by Summer 1967.

A slightly larger proportion of staff members in full year (489. -52%) report

family income as less than $ 5000, compared to summer programs (399. - 449.).

For all programs, over 20% have a family incomeiof $ 8000 and over. However,

according to the 1967 data, a larger proportion of program assistants and

other assistants report less than $ 3000 (317 - 37 -Z); and the largest per-

centage of professional educational, psychological, social service and medical/

dental staff report $ 8000 and over (417 -60%) for total family income.

A slightly larger proportion of the staff members in Summer 1965 and 1966

(389, - 45%) reported they had no experience with preschool children as com-

pared to those in Full Year 1966 (327) while over 19% for each program re-

ported 5 or more years of such experience. According to 1967 data, however,

amount of experience varied with the position. For Full Year and Summer 1967,

55% - 61% of the professional educational, psychological and social services

staff, 38 - 46% of the professional medical/dental personnel, 757 - 83% of

the program assistants and other assistants had less than six months of paid

experience with preschool children prior to Head Start employment.

A slightly larger proportion of staff members in Summer 1965 and 1966 programs

(44% - 47%) had no previous experience with poverty children as compared to

those in Full Year 1966 (417). However, a larger proportion in the Summer

1965 anu 1966 programs reported five or more years of such experience (217. -

26%) as compared to those in Full Year 1966 (16%). For Full Year and Summer

1967, 44% -537 of the professional educational, psychological and social

service staff, over 477 of the professional medical/dental staff, 73% - 847

of the program assistants and other assistants had less than six months of

experience working with groups of children from conditions of poverty prior

to Head Start employment.
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1 For the 1967 programs, the largest proportion of professional educational,

psychological, and social services personnel had taken education courses

leading to a degree in education or home economics at a college or univer-

sity;- while the largest percentage of program assistants for this group

had not. For either program, most of those who had taken education courses

leading to a degree had majored in elementary education with no nursery

school practice teaching (an explanation for any in this professional

group who had not had previous experience with preschool children). Another

program difference is reflected, however, in the larger proportion of those

in full year (15.1%) who majored in early child development with nursery

school practice teaching compared to those in summer (9.1%).

Over 72% of the staff members for any Head Start program were nut fluent in

any langu'age other than English, and over 60% used no language cther than

English with the children; however, a larger proportion were in both of

these categories during summer as compared to full year programs. Spanish

appeared to be the dominant language (other than English) used with the

children and a larger proportion used it in full year than in summer programs.

Figures on staff members using Spanish parallel the proportion of Spanish-

speaking children enrolled for each of the programs and reflect the

enrollment differences between full year and summer programs.

For summer programs, 27% - 33% of the staff members had participated in a

6 day university sponsored Head Start orientation session, while 8% - 14%

in full year had. For full year programs, 6% - 9% of the staff participated

in 8 week university sponsored Head Start training programs, compared to

3% - 4% of those in summer programs. As the six day Head Start orientation

session is provided for summer program personnel and 8 week training for
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full year staff, these figures suggest that some of the staff members

participated in both full year and summer Head Start programs. These

figures also suggest that a larger proportion of the summer staff are

involved in Head Start training sessions planned for them than are those

in full year. In addition, according to 1967 data, the largest proportion

of those participating in Head Start training sessions for either program

were the professional educational, psychological and social services staff;

next were the program assistants.

For Full Year 1966 and 1967, 47% - 62% indicated they had in-service

training (1967 data indicates this training is on child development and

guidance and teaching preschool children) during their Head Start program;

compared to 20% -42% for Summer 1966 and Summer 1967. Figures also reflect

an increase in those receiving in-service training for the more recent

full year and summer programs. According to 1967 data, a larger proportion

of the staff members in full year took adult education or extension courses

offered by a local college or university for credit after being employed

by Head Start as compared to those in summer.

According to 1967 data, over 20% of the staff in full year had been employed

in Head Start for over a year, and 24% of those in summer had been

employed over three months suggesting that at least these staff members

had been employed in previous summer or full year programs (the data

on training programs supports this possibility).

According to 1967 data, over 64% of the staff were employed full-time

in terms of hours of center operation for both full year and summer

programs; and the largest nmmber reporting part-time employment were

the professional medical/dental staff.
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In general, for the three programs in which paid and voluntary staff

members evaluated their Head Start program, favorable ratings were given

on all of the items. A smaller proportion of workers (less than 50%)

rated availability of special educational facilities, or availability

of psychological/psychiatric servies as zood and very good in comparison

to the other items suggesting these facilities and services might be

improved. However, over 90% of the workers for all programs reported

that they "enjoyed their programs duties very much; and almost as many

"looked forward very much to future participation in Head Start programs."

It would seem that Head Start has also been successful in its recruiting

procedures for both paid and volunteer staff. Personnel working in the

center include those from all age groups and an increasing proportion

of male staff members. The mixture of those from various ethnic groups

reflects that of the children and families enrolled in the program;

and neighborhood residents are increasingly being utilized, employed

and trained in the program.



A. Children and Their Families

The Children

Differences in age distributions are reflected for children enrolled in summer

programs as compared to those in full year programs (Table A.1). For the

Summer 1965, 1966, and 1967 Head Start programs respectively, 13.8%, 19.3%,

and 21.1% of the children were 3-4 years and 11 months of age; and 80.1%,

78.4%, and 75.6% were 5-6 years and older. For Full Year 1966 and 1967 pro-

grams respectively, 54.9% and 56.3% of the children were 3-4 years and 11 months

of age; and 40.7 % and 39.47 were 5-6 years of age and older. Few children

for any of the programs were under 3 years of age.

For all programs, with the exception of the Full Year 1967 program, there is

a slight tendency for more males than females to be enrolled in Head Start pro-

grams (Table A.2)$ although proportions are nearly equal.

Up to the Summer 1967 program, the largest ethnic cultural group represented in

Head Start were Negro children,with Caucasian children the second largest (Table A.3).

For Summer 1967,- the largest proportion were Caucasfan children, with Negro children

the second largest. There is a consistent tendency across programs for a

larger proportion of Caucasian children to be enrolled in summer programs than in

full year programs. Less than 17 of the children for any program were Oriental.

Percentage of American Indian children enrolled varied from 1.4% in Summer 1965

to 4.77 in Full Year 1967. Mexican American children make up the third largest

proportion of those enrolled in the Summer 1966, Full Year 1967, and Summer 1967

programs; for Summer 1965 and Full Year 1966, the third largest proportion are

Puerto Rican children. However, larger percentages of both Mexican American
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and Puerto Rican children are enrolled in full year programs than in summer pro-

grams. Eskimo children are represented only in the Full Year 1967- program, and

make up less than 1% of the enrollment.

There is a tendency for a slightly larger number of children in full year programs

to have had previous Head Start experience compared to those in summer programs

(Table A.4). For the full year programs, 19.8% of the children had had previous

Head Start experience compared to 16.3% and 17.9% of the children in the Sumer

1966 and 1967 programs. For all programs, over 12%-157a had previously been in a

kindergarten or nursery school class with few having had both Head Start and

kindergarten or nursery school experience. In general, the largest proportion

of the children for all programs had neither Head Start nor kindergarten or

nursery school. experience.

Their Families

There is a tendency for a slightly larger proportion of families.in full year

programs to be welfare recipients in comparison to those in summer programs

(Table A.5). However, there is a slight trend showing an increase in welfare

families in the more recent summer and full year programs when each are compared

respectively with previous summer and full year programs.

For all programs, the largest proportion of families do not reside on farms.

(Table A.6). However, a larger proportion of families reside on farms in

summer programs (1170 - 1370) as compared to full year programs (4% - 8%).
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A larger proportion of the homes are without fathers in the full year

programs than in summer programs (Table A.7). Ages reported for fathers tended

to remain stable across programs with over 93% between 21-54 years of age

(Table A.8). For all programs, education level, current employment status,

and months employed during the previous year for fathers also remains fairly

stable (Tables A.9, A.11, A.12). For full year and summer programs, 67%-70%

of the fathers had not graduated from high school. Occupational categories

reported most frequently in order of d,..scending proportion were 1) laborers

(except farm and mine); 2) operative and kindred; and 3) craftsmen, foremen,

and kindred (Table A.10). Over 82% of the fathers reported being currently

employed with unemployment rates ranging from 11.5% to 15.4%; and 82%-87%

of the fathers had been employed 7-12 months during the previous year

(approximately the same percentages for those reporting current employment).

For all programs, most of the families reported mothers present in the home

with age range and educational level for mothers remaining fairly stable

(Tables A.13, A.14, A.15). Over 96% of the mothers were between 21-54 years

of age. For summer and full year programs, 60%-67% of the mothers had- not

graduated from high school. For all programs, occupational categories
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reported most frequently (other than housewife) were 1) service wrkers; and

2) operatives and kindred with a larger proportion reporting the first

category as their occupation for full year programs when compared to summer

programs (Table A.16) -. Current employment status (with the possible exception

of Full Year 1967) appeared fairly consistent also: Over 24% of the mothers

were currently employed and 21%-24% had worked 7-12 months out of the

previous year (Tables A.17, A.18).

Only a small proportion of families for any program had a guardian (other

than the parent or foster parent) present in the home, representing 2%-3%

of the families (Table A.19). For all programs, female guardians out-

numbered male guardians. However, slightly more male guardians were present

in the home for families in summer programs than those in full year programs.

Age range distributions for guardians appears to- remain fairly consistent

across programs (Table A.20).

For all programs, the largest proportion of families had male heads of house-

hold; however, program differences were reflected with 69%-74% having a male

head of household in full year programs as compared to 78%-79% in summer pro-

grams (Table A.21). This is consistent with the occurrence (discussed above)

of a larger proportion of both fathers and male guardians present in the home

for families participating in summer programs compared to those in full year

programs. Ages reported for both male and female heads of household appear

consistent across programs (Tables A.22, A.23).

Reported family size remains fairly consistent with 31%-34% of the families

having 5-6 persons in the household (Tab -le A.24)
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For all programs, over 38% of the families earn less than $ 3000 (Table A.25).

However, slightly higher income levels appear to be reported for families

in the summer programs as compared to full year programs. For the full

year programs, 17%-18% earn between $ 5000-7999, and 27°-37 earn $ 8000 and

over compared to summer programs where 20%-21% earn $ 5000-7999, and 4%-5%

earn $ 8000 and over.

There is an increasing tendency in more recent Head Start programs for larger

numbers of siblings of Head Start children to have had previous Head Start

experience (Table A.26). For Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966, 17.3% of the

siblings had had previous Head Start experience in comparison to 28%-29%

of the siblings for the Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967 programs. The same

trend is apparent for families reporting siblings as having had both Head

Start and kindergarten or nursery school experience. However, larger pro-

portions of siblings are reported as having had previous kindergarten or

nursery school experience in full year programs (27%-28%) than in summer

programs (22%-24%). In general, for all programs, the largest proportion

of siblings had neither Head Start nor kindergarten or nursery school

experience.

Over 92% of the families in all the programs surveyed reported other siblings

living at home (Table A.27). Age ranges of these- siblings appear fairly

31



consistent across programs (Tables A.28, A.29, A.30, A.31). The largest

proportion of families reported one or more siblings under 6 years of age

living at home; and the second largest number of families reported one or

more siblings between 6-15 years of age in the home. Very few families

reported siblings between 16-21 years of age, and even fewer reported any

siblings living at home who were 22 years and older. In general, family

structure with respect to ages for siblings living in the home appears

fairly stable across. programs.

For .all programs, 15%-18% of the families report other relatives living at

home (Table A.32). Ages for other relatives appear fairly consistent and

are distributed across all the age range categories(Tables A.33, A.34, A.35,

A.36, A.37, A.383. Very few families for any of the programs reported non-

relatives living at home (Table A.39).

For all programs, the largest proportion of families had 2-3 rooms in their

homes for sleeping; representing 73%-75% of the families (Table A.40). There

is a very slight tendency for more families in the summer programs to report

4 -6 rooms (217) in the house for sleeping compared to those in the full year

programs (19%).

Over 82% of the families in all programs had running water inside their

homes (Table A.41). Program differences were reflected, however, in number

of families reporting the use of a car or truck, with 57%-59% of the families

in full year programs having the use of a vehicle compared to 677- 68% in summer

programs(Table A.42). With the exception of Full Year 1966, over

98% of the families had the use of a radio;
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for Full Year 1966, 85.3% of the families did (Table A.43). For all pro-

grams, 887 -917 of the families reported the use of a television set (Table A.44),

suggesting that more Head Start families (except those in Full Year 1966) had

the use of a radio than a television set. Over 52% of the families in all

programs had the use of a telephone (Table A.45).

For each program respectively, 72.9%, 67.0%, 66.1%, and 70.2% of the families

received a newspaper and the largest proportion of these received it daily

(Tables A.46, A.47).

There is a definite teadency over time toward a decrease in number of families

reporting that something was found wrong with the child during the Head Start

medical examination; for Summer 1966, Full Year 1967, and Summer 1967 respectively,

this represented 49.4%, 45.5%, and 39.9% of the families (Table A.48). For all

programs, over 657. of these families reported that treatment was received; and

over 57% of this group reported that treatment was given in a doctor or a den-

tist's office (Tables A.49, A.50). However, the proportion receiving treat-

ment in a doctor or dentist's office was greater for the Summer 1967- program

than the previous programs.

A comparison of Head Start families with all families in the U.S. during 1966

on selected characteristics compiled by the Bureau of Census provides a use-

ful base for interpreting the characteristics of Head Start participants

(See Table III below).

Location of residence for Head Start families in the Full Year program (in con-

trast to the summer program) is more comparable the distribution by resi-
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Table III: FAMILIES BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS: 1966 (PER CENTS)

All Families in U.S .1

Residence:
Urban & Rural nonfarm 93.9
Rural farm 6.1

Head of Household:
Male 89.7
Female 10.3

Size of Family:
2 persons 33.6
3 &4 persons 39.5
5 & 6 persons 19.9
7 or more 7.0

Family Income:
Under $1000 3.0
1000-1999 6.1
2000-2999 7.4
3000-3999 7.8
4000-4999 8.0
5000-5999 9.3
6000-9999 33.4
10,000 & over 24.9

Median Income $6882

Households:
Owning automobiles 79.0
With radios 99.3
With television sets (August) 93.0
With telephones (1965) 82.5

Head Start Families
(Full Year) (Summer)

95.8 86.3

4.1 13.1

74.3 79.2
25.6 20.7

1.4 2.1
20.8 19.5
31.6 31.5
46.2 47.0

10.7 10.6

14.9 14.3
17.6 17.4
17.4 15.7
15.5 15.2
11.1 12.0
10.3 11.5
1.1 1.5

$3400 $3400

Use of car or truck 57.1 67.6
Use of radio 85.3 98.4
Use of television 90.7 89.4
Use of telephone 56.0 53.5

'Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Statistical Abstracts of the U.S.
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1967.
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dence for all U.S. families. Head Start families report fewer male heads

of household and more female heads of household as compared to national

figures. The largest proportion of Head Start families consist of 5-7 or

more persons compared to the largest proportion of all U.S. families having

2-4 persons. The largest percentage of Head Start families earn below $ 5000

a year in comparison to the largest percentage of all U.S. families earning

$ 6000 and over. For the Full Year and Summer programs respectively, 76.17

and 73.2% of the Head Start families earn incomes below $ 5000 in comparison

to 32.3% of all families in the U.S. earning below $ 5000. In contrast, for

the Full Year and Summer programs respectively, 11.4% and 13.0% of the Head

Start families earn incomes of $ 6000 and over compared to 58.3% of all

families in the U.S. earning $ 6000 and over. Income differences are further

dramatized when figures for median income are compared for both groups.

Although national figures are not available on families owning both a

car and truck, national data reflecting per cent of households owning cars

when compared to Head Start families having use of a car or truck suggest a

rather wide gap in this area. Figures on use of radio for Summer Head Start

families appear similar to those for all U.S. families with a wider divergence

appearing when comparing families in the Full Year program. There is less

divergence in data between Head Start families for both Full Year and Summer

programs and all U.S. families in the use of television sets. The wider gap

between Head Start and all families in the U.S. appears when comparing data on

the use of telephones.
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B. MEDICAL/DENTAL INFORMATION

The Medical/Dental Information form has presented difficulties in both the

data collection and analysis effort. One of the problems with the data (in

contrast to that from any of the other forms) has been the time period of one

month in which it was collected. Although forms were mailed out after centers

had a chance to be in full operation, the reality of scheduling medical and

dental examinations for the individual children in the Head Start program

does not conform to this type of data collection procedure; medical exams

may even be scheduled after the official closing date of a center. As a

result, this form provides data for fewer cases than other forms used by the

Bureau of Census. In the case of information on major conditions, it is clear

that there is a- large amount of missing data. One should not therefore, draw

definitive conclusions concerning the incidence of major conditions in the

entire Head Start population. Some tentative conclusions can be drawn, how-

ever, when comparing items within the form suggesting that some screening

exams were given more frequently or that a given major condition had a higher

rate of occurrence than another.

Medical Background and Immunizations

Data on children's last visit to a Doctor and to a Dentist tend to show a

favorable pattern over- time for the more recent full year and summer -pro-

grams when each are compared to previous programs (Tables B. 1, 2). For

Summer 1965, Summer 1966, and Summer 1967 respectively, 50.67, 61.5%, and

65.9% of the children had visited a doctor in the past year; and 20.1 %, 35.17,

and 44.9% had visited a dentist in the past year. For Full Year 1966 and

Full Year 1967 respectively, 61.0% and 75.4% of the children had visited a

doctor in the past year, and 29:9% and 49.1% had visited a dentist in the past

50



year. Accordingly, there was a proportional decrease in the other categories

to reflect this trend. Reporting differences, however, between those who

had never visited a doctor and those who had never visited a dentist were

rather dramatic; For the first Head Start program 6.19. of the children had

never visited a doctor compared to 57.57. who had never visited a dentist.

For Summer 1965, Summer 1966, and Summer 1967 respectively, 57.57., 40.0.,

and 35.3% had never visited a dentist; for Full Year 1966 and 1967, 39.3%

and 29.57. had never visited a dentist.

Reporting for Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966, over 759. of the children appeared

to be well (Table B. 3).

Instructions for completing the section on Diptheria, Pertussis and Tetanus

(DPT), polio, and measles immunization history tended to be somewhat confusing.

These data probably include some children who received and/or completed these

vaccine series prior to as well as during the Head Start program. Figures

should, therefore, be interpreted in terms of the status of the child at

the time this form was completed in each program.

For each program, over 71% of the children had received DPT vaccine; and

over 51% had completed the DPT vaccine series (Tables B.4,5). Except for

Summer 1965, over 69% of the children had received polio vaccine, and over

51% had completed the polio vaccine series (Tables B.6,7). For all programs,

a smaller proportion of children had received measles vaccine, and completed

the vaccine series in comparison to the other immunizations reported.

(Tables B.8,9). However, proportion of children, who had not received

measles vaccine. showed a steady decrease across programs 2rom 59.5% in

Summer 1965 to 31.4% by the:Summer 1967 program. An increase in those who

had completed the measles vaccine series was also evident in the more recent

programs.
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For all programs, over 537 of the children had received a smallpox vaccination

prior to Head Start (Table B. 10).

For all programs, fewer than 32% of the children had received a tuberculin

test prior to Head Start (Table B.11). However, a larger proportion of children

in the full year programs had received a tuberculin test when compared to those

in summer programs. For those data reported on previous tuberculin tests, the

majority for all programs were negative (Table B.12).

Examinations

Examinations given during the Head Start programs indicated that the largest

percentage of tuberculin tests were negative (Table B.13). Over 22% of the

tests performed utilized the Tine method, over 14% used the Mantoux method,

and by Summer 1967, a much larger proportion were using the Tine tuberculin

test method in comparison to the- others (Table B.14).

Urine tests for albumin, sugar, and microscopic indicated an increasing pro-

portion of negative reports across both summer and full year programs (Tables

B.15, 16, 17). For all programs, fewer than 26% of the children received urine

tests - microscopic (this screening procedure was not formally required by

Head Start).

Although a larger proportion received Hematocrit blood tests in the summer

(26%-28%) compared to furl year programs (22%-24%), few children in any pro-

gram received these tests (Table B.18). Proportion of children. receiving

Hemaglobin blood tests increased over time from 25.7% in Summer 1965 to 40.77.

in Summer 1967 (Table B.19). It is possible that children may have received

one blood test or the other (but not both) which would increase the number

receiving some kind of blood screening test.
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For all programs and those screened for visual acuity, the largest proportion of

children had normal vision with 7.87-9.47 needing retesting (Table B.20). How-

ever, "retesting needed" may include either tests that were considered inconclucive

or tests indicating vision was actually abnormal.

Fewer than 50% of the children for any program had received a screening test

for speech (Table B.21). For those who did, most were normal with 3.87 -5.47

needing retesting. Again, the meaning of "retesting needed" is- ambiguous.

Over 527 of thu children for all programs received screening tests for hearing

and most were found normal with 3.67 -5.77 needing to be retested (Table B.22),

again reflecting either inconclusive tests or abnormal hearing.

Major Conditions (Table B, Items- 23-40)

For all programs, the most frequently reported abnormal medical conditions were

oral problems (6.37-14.1%); ear, nose, and throat conditions (7.7%-10.57 ); and

eye-vision defects (3.6%-7.1%). Fewer than 4.27 of the children were reported

to have had any one of the other major conditions listed in the questionnaire.

Eiccept for allergic, convulsive disorders, and injuries, the largest proportion

of cases for each condition were identified (487 -947) during the given Head

Start program in which the child was enrolled. In contrast, during the Full

Year 1966 and Summer 1966 programs, the largest proportion of allergic conditions

(41%-53%), convulsive disorders (60%-727) and injuries (527 -677) were previously

known only (that is, known prior to the Head Start program in which the child

was enrolled),- while for Full Year 1 -967 and Summer 1967 over 53% of the cases

for these conditions were previously known and identified or referred. (Both

allergic and convulsive disorders depend on past history for diagnoses).
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For all programs, the majority of all but allergic, convulsive, and injury cases

were receiving diagnosis and/or treatment. However, for respiratory, heart,

gastro-intestinal, and conditions other than those listed on the form, a larger

percentage received diagnosis and/or treatment in full year than in summer

programs. Depending upon the program, a larger number of the allergic cases

(Summer 1966 and Summer 1967), those with convulsive disorders (Full Year 1967

and Summer 1967), and those with injury conditions (Full Year 1966, Summer 1966,

and Full Year 1967) required no action.

Although for all programs, and most conditions, there were very few cases for

which referral facilities were not available (less than 5%), some variation

for both program and condition was evident Fnr Full Year 1966, referral

facilities were not available for over 5% of the genito-urinary tract, convulsive,

mental retardation, and injury cases. For Summer 1966, there were no referral

facilities available for 5%-10% of the skin; ear, nose, throat; nutrition; res-

piratory disorders and conditions other than those listed on the form. For

Full Year 1967, there were no referral facilities available for over 5% of the

speech, and mental retardation conditions. For Summer 1967, none were available

for 5%-9% of the speech, convulsive, and injury cases.

The largest percentage of children for all programs were not reported as having

any major medical disorder; and for those who did, most had only one major con-

dition (Table B.41). For the more recent programs, however, there was an increase

in proportion reported to have one or two major conditions. According to these

figures, 71% of the children in the Full Year and Summer 1966 programs had no

major conditions (or the converse, 29% had one or more major conditions). This

is slightly lower than that reported for proportion of children who appeared to

be well for the same programs (75%-76%). Comparing center staff responses to



those of parents for Summer 1966 (See: Table A.48), fewer than 51% f the parents

reported that nothing was found wrong with the child on the Head Start medical

exam. Center and parent figures for Full Year 1967 ane Summer 1967 appear

somewhat more compatible, but some discrepancy remains.

For the progryms reported, over 509. of the Medical/Dental Information forms

were completed by- nurses, with teachers, and other personnel completing most

of the remaining forms (Table B.42).

(Medical Follow-up Information)

Although medical follow-up data is available only for the sample of children

from the Full Year and Summer 1967 programs and response rates are very low,

some tentative patterns can be discerned. Particular caution must be exercised

however, when interpreting data- on source of care utilized; For both programs,

429. -649. of the cases did not report a source of care for immunizations; and

269. -767 did not report a source of care for the major conditions (See: Tables

B -IV and B-V).

When information on immunization status obtained at the end of the Full Year

and Summer 1967 programs is compared with that obtained earlier in the respective

programs, a larger proportion of children have completed their immunization

series and the measles vaccine series continues to have a lower proportion

completed than the others (Table B-1.1,2,3,4).

According to the follow-up data for each 1967 program, however, 45.07 (Full

Year) and 39.2% (Summer) of the children have completed all four immunizations

and for all those reported, a larger proportion have completed immunizations

during the full year program as compared to summer (Table B-1.5).
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A larger percentage of children are reported as "not well" for Full Year and

Summer 1967 programs when compared to the previous data (Table B-I.6).

Data on conditions per child appear comparable to those reported earlier for

the same programs indicating however, a slight increase in percentage having

one or more disorders (Table B-I.7). Figures, in general, are more in line

with those reported by parents (See: Table A.48).

As with the previous forms, nurses, teachers and other personnel (rather than

physicians) completed most of the follow-up forms (Table B-I.8).

For all major conditions reported in the follow -up- survey except those of eye

and vision; blood; and oral problems, percentages of children reported

for each category appear fairly comparable to the previous data reported on the

Head Start medical/dental survey (Tables B-I.6A-R). Proportions with eye and

vision, and blood disorders show a slight increase; those with oral problems

have shown a larger increase. In addition, those with ear, nose, throat;

speech-hearing; and other conditions show a slight decrease. However, as

with the previous data, the major medical disorders reported most frequently

are oral problems; ear, nose, throat; and eye-vision defects.

For both Full Year and Summer 1967, the largest proportion of children had

completed immunizations(Tables B-II. 1-5, B-III.1-5). When percentage of those

who have completed immunizations for each source of care are compared, however,

differences are evident for- both type of program and immunization under considera-

tion. For Full Year 1967, a higher proportion utilizing sources of care other

than those listed completed immunizations for DPT and polio; both medical school

hospitals or clinics and sources of care other than those listed had a higher

proportion who completed immunizations for measles and mallpox; and 100% of
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those utilizing private physicians for all four immunizations had completed them.

In comparison, for Summer 1967, a higher proportion of those utilizing public

hospitals completed immunizations for DPT, polio, and measles; a higher pro-

portion of those utilizing private physicians had completed smallpox vaccinations

and over 927. of those utilizing medical school hospitals or clinics and private

hospitals had completed all four immunizations.

Dispositions for major conditions show variation according to type of condition,

program, and source of care (Tables B-II.6A-R, B-III.6A-R).

For Full Year 1967, the largest proportion of cases with allergic; skin; ear,

nose, throat; respiratory; heart; orthopedic; and conditions other than those

listed were found but required no action (287, -439). The largest percentage of

those with emotional and mental conditions were referred and awaiting diagnosis

and/or treatment (349-39%). The largest number of those with blood, nutrition,

speech or hearing, convulsive, and injury conditions were receiving treatment

(327, -4570); and the largest proportion with eye-vision, oral, gastro-intestinal,

and genito-urinary tract disorders had completed treatment (299-417).

In comparison, for Summer 1967, the largest percentage of cases with allergic,

skin, nutrition, orthopedic, and convulsive conditions were found but required

no action (297. -75%). The largest number of those with eye-vision; ear, nose,

Alroa,-.; respiratory; heart; oral; genito-urinary; speech or hearing; emotional;

mental; and conditions other than those listed were referred and awaiting diag-

nosis and/or treatment (32%-6l70). The largest, number of those with blood dis-

orders were receiving treatment (38%); and the largest number with gastro-intesti-

nal and injury conditions had completed treatment (44%-70%).
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In general, a much larger proportion of children in the full year program had

completed treatment for major conditions for any source of care utilized when

compared to the summer program. For Full Year 1967, a larger percentage of

children had completed treatment for more major conditions wh7.n utilizing public

hospitals, public clinics, and private physicians - compared to other sources- of

care for the same program. In contrast, for Summer 1967, a larger proportion of

those utilizing private physicians had completed treatment for major conditions

compared to any other source of care for the same program.

For both Full Year and Summer 1967, the largest proportion of children were

receiving or had completed immunizations through a public clinic (Tables B-IV.

1-5; B-V 1-5). When percentages aro compared for both programs, however, for

Summer 1967 a smaller proportion received or completed immunizations through a

public clinic and a larger proportion received or completed :hem through a pri-

vate physician.

Source of care for disposition of cases reported for major conditions indicates

some variation dependent upon both program term and condition under consideration

(Tables B-IV.6A-R; B-V.6A-R). In general, however, for both programs and all

dispositions, private physicians tended to be utilized more frequently than other

sources of care.
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C. Center Infcrmation

Data collected cn Head Start centers for Full Year 1967 end. Summer

1967 reflect major differences between the two programs in terms of

both institutions operating the programs and where the centers are

located (Tables C.1, C.2). For the summer, over 65% of the centers

arc_ operated by the public school system and over 87% are located in

public school buildings compared to full year where 38% are operated

by the public schools and 32% are located in public school buildings.

For the full year program, a slightly larger number of centers are

located in church buildings (33%). It is very likely, however, that

a larger proportion of Head Start centers are located in public schools

during the summer because more public school buildings are available

at this time and these same facilities would not be during the regular

school year when full year Head Start programs are in session.

For both full year and summer, the next largest proportion of centers

are operated by groups other than those listed. This category

probably reflects a large number of those Head Start centers which

are run directly by local community action agencies. Distributions

of children for these categories reflect Similar figures.

For both Full Year and Summer 1967, over 86% of the Head Start centers

are located in the neighborhood of the parents and children being

served (Table C.3).



C
.
 
P
R
O
J
E
C
T
 
H
E
A
D
 
S
T
A
R
T
:

C
E
N
T
E
R
 
I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N

F
U
L
L
 
Y
E
A
R
 
1
9
6
7

S
U
M
M
E
R
 
1
9
6
7

(
C
e
n
t
e
r
s
)

(
C
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
)

(
C
e
n
t
e
r
s
)

(
C
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
)

1
.

C
e
n
t
e
r
 
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
o
p
e
r
a
t
e
d
 
b
y
:

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

a
)
 
P
u
b
l
i
c
 
s
c
h
o
o
l

3
8
.
0

3
7
.
7

6
5
.
2

6
7
.
5

b
)
 
N
o
n
-
p
u
b
l
i
c
 
s
c
h
o
o
l

2
.
7

4
.
2

1
.
8

2
.
1

c
)
 
I
n
s
t
i
t
u
t
e
 
o
f
 
h
i
g
h
e
r
 
l
e
a
r
n
i
n
g

1
.
3

.
9

.
7

.
6

(
c
o
l
l
a
g
e
 
o
r
 
u
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
)

d
)
 
R
e
l
i
g
i
o
u
s
 
r
e
l
a
t
e
d
 
o
r
g
a
n
i
z
a
t
i
o
n

7
.
3

7
.
3

3
.
6

4
.
0

e
)
 
P
r
i
v
a
t
e
 
n
o
n
-
p
r
o
f
i
t

g
r
o
u
p

1
8
.
1

1
8
.
9

9
.
1

7
.
6

f
)
 
O
t
h
e
r

2
0
.
5

2
0
.
5

1
4
.
2

1
2
.
6

g
)
 
N
o
t
 
r
e
p
o
r
t
e
d

1
2
.
2

1
0
.
5

5
.
4

5
.
6

2
.

C
e
n
t
e
r
 
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 
i
n
 
a
:

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

,
a
)
 
C
h
u
r
c
h
 
b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g

3
3
.
2

3
6
.
0

4
.
7

3
.
8

b
)
 
C
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 
c
e
n
t
e
r

9
.
3

9
.
7

1
.
2

1
.
1

1
-
-
. o

c
)
 
H
o
s
p
i
t
a
l

.
3

.
3

.
0

.
0

r.
.)

d
)
 
P
u
b
l
i
c
 
s
c
h
o
o
l

3
2
.
2

2
8
.
8

8
7
.
5

8
8
.
5

e
)
 
N
o
n
-
p
u
b
l
i
C
 
s
c
h
o
o
l

4
.
4

4
.
8

3
.
8

4
.
2

f
)
 
P
u
b
l
i
c
 
h
o
u
s
i
n
g
 
p
r
o
j
e
c
t
s

5
.
4

6
.
4

.
2

.
1

g
)
 
S
t
o
r
e
 
f
r
o
n
t

1
.
3

1
.
2

.
0

.
0

h
)
 
O
t
h
e
r

8
.
8

8
.
8

1
.
3

1
,
0

i
)
 
N
o
t
 
r
e
p
o
r
t
e
d

5
.
2

4
.
0

1
.
1

1
.
2

3
.

C
e
n
t
e
r
 
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 
i
n
 
n
e
i
g
h
b
o
r
h
o
o
d

o
f
 
p
a
r
e
n
t
s
 
a
n
d
 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 
b
e
i
n
g

s
e
r
v
e
d
:

1
0
0
.
0

1
0
0
.
0

a
)
 
Y
e
s

8
7
.
8

8
6
.
5

b
)
 
N
o

6
.
9

8
.
4

c
)
 
N
o
t
 
r
e
p
o
r
t
e
d

5
.
3

5
.
1



D. Staff Member Information

Age differences are reflected for staff members_ participating in summer

programs-when compared to those in full year programs (Table D.1). For

Summer 1965, Summer 1966, and Summer 1967, 4%-9% are under 16 years of

age; 237. -247. -are 16-21 years old;_ 4470 -497. are 22-45 years- old; and 207.-

227. are 46 years of age and over. In comparison, for Full Year 1966 and

Full Year 1967, less than 17. are under lo years old;_ 1070-11% are 16-21 years

old; -637. -6670_ are 22 -45- years -old; and 217. -23% are 46 years and older. In

general, a larger proportion of staff members are under 22 years of age

in summer programs; This is probably due to the greater use of students

as, volunteers or part-time employees in summer programs. Proportions of

those who are-46 years-and older remain similar for all programs.

For all programs, Caucasian staff members are the largest ethnic/cultural

group represented, with Negro staff members the second largest group

(Table D.2). A larger proportion of Caucasian staff members participate in

summer programs than in full year programs. In contrast, there are more

Negro staff members in full year programs than in summer programs. This

same trend is apparent for Puerto Rican staff members, with 11.570 and 5.8%

for full year programs compared to approximately 1.0% for the summer pro-

grams. American Indian staff members made up 4.3% - 6.7% of the total; and

Mexican American staff members made -up 2.670 -4.770 of the total.

For all programs, over 8270 of the staff members were- female (Table D.3).

However, a slightly larger proportion of male staff members participated

in summer programs (10% -- 14%) compared to full year programs (8% - 9%).
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These figures also suggest a slight increase over time in the utilization

of male staff members.

Numbers of school years completed indicate some differences in educational

background between staff members in full year programs and those in -sum-

mer programs.(Table D.4). Over 317 of the staff members in full year

had only 11-12 years of schooling compared to 227 -26% in summer pro-.

grams; with a slight tendency for a larger percentage of staff members

participating in summer programs to have had 5 or more years of college

compared to those in full year programs. However, since 1965, increa-

sing proportions of staff members are reported to have had no college

education, suggesting greater utilization of program assistants in

aide categories.

Figures on level of school completed support these conclusions (Table D.5).

When comparing both full year and summer programs over time, there is a

decreasing proportion of staff members holding bachelor's and master's

degrees; and an increase in those having completed only 'elementary

school. The largest number of staff members in all programs have high

school- degrees, and only a few for any program have doctorate degrees.

For all programs, the largest percentage of staff members fill

other than professional positions; and'the largest proportion

of the professional staff are teachers (Table D.6). (For Full Year 1967

and Summer 1967, a more detailed breakdown of staff member positions is

provided below in Tables D-I.1 and D-II.1).



Over 94% of the staff members for all programs serve one center only

(Table D.7). For both full year and summer programs in 1966, over 61%

served more than one class in one center. For Full Year 1967 and Sum-

mer 1967, however, over 63% served only one class in one center (Table D.8).

Further breakdown of positions at center is not available for the 1966 pro-

grams, so it is difficult to interpret this change in response; it is pos-

sible, however, that a larger number of teacher aides and personnel other

than teachers were utilized in the classroom and completed these forms.

For all Head Start programs, a large number of staff members resided in

the neighborhood surrounding the center, with figures showing a pro-

gressive increase from 46% in Summer 1965 to 70% in Summer 1967 (Table D.9).

For all programs over 759. of those completing the Staff Member Informa-

tion Form were paid staff members in contrast to volunteers (Table D.10).

Slightly larger proportions of staff members in full year programs

report family incomes below $ 5000 compared to those in summer programs

(Table D.11). For full year programs, 26% - 29% report lesi than

$ 3000; -22% - 23% report $ 3000-4999, and in"- 22% report $ 5000-7999

compared to summer programs where 21% - 23% report less than $ 3000;

18% - 21% report $ 3000-4999; and 23% - 27% report $-5000-7999 for

total family income. For all programs, over 20% have a family income

of $- 8000 and over.

For Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966 respectively, 45.3%,

32.6% and 38.8% of the staff members reported they had no experience

with preschool children, indicating relatively less experienced staffs

in summer than in full year programs.(Table D.12). Over 19% for each
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program reported 5 or more years of such experience.

A larger proportion of staff members for Summer 1965 and Summer 1966 re-

ported no experience with poverty children compared to Full Year 1966

(Table D.13). At the same time, a larger proportion in summer programs

reported 5 or more years experience when compared to the full year pro-

grams. (Data for the 1967 programs is not reported here, as both ques-

tions were revised; for related data, see Tables D-I.30,31 and D-II.30,31).

Over 72% of the staff members for any Head Start program were not fluent in

any language other than English; however, a larger percent were in this category

for summer than full year programs (Table D.14). For full year programs,

3% were fluent in French, 13%-19% in Spanish, and over 4% in other lan-

guages; while for summer programs, 4% were fluent in French, 7% in Span-

ish, and over 3% in other languages. For all programs, Spanish appeared

to be the dominant language (other thin English). A larger proportion of

staff spoke Spanish in full year than in summer programs. Over 62% of the

staff reported that they used no language other than English with the

children; with the exception of Summer 1965, a larger proportion were in

this category for summer programs than full year programs (Table D.15),

For Full Year programs, 1.0% used French with the children in their pro-

gram; 15%-28% used Spanish; and 1.6% used other languages; while for sum-

mer programs, 0.6%-1.0% used French, 7%-12% used Spanish and 0.8%-1.7%

used other languages. Spanish appeared to be the dominant language (other

than English) used with the children and a larger proportion used it in

full year than in summer programs. Figures on staff members using Spa'n-

ish approximate the proportion of Spanish-speaking children enrolled for

each of the programs and reflect the enrollment differences between full
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year and summer programs.

For Summer Head Start programs, 27% -33 of the staff members had partici-

pated in a 6 day university sponsored Head Start orientation program while

8%-14% of those in full year programs had such training (Table D.16). For

Full Year 1966 and Full Year 1967, 6%-9% of the staff members participated

in 8 week university sponsored Head Start training programs compared to

3%-4% of those in summer programs. As the six day Head Start orientation

program is provided for summer program personnel, and 8 week training for

full year staff, these figures suggest that some of the staff members

participated in both full year and summer Head Start programs. These fig-

ures also suggest that a larger proportion of the summer staff are invol-

ved in Head Start training programs than those in full year. For Full Year

1966, Summer 1966, Full Year 1967, and Summer 1967 respectively, 47.3%,

20,2%, 69.0 %, A
C.11411.1

AA 42.9% indicated they had inservice training during their

Head Start program. Although a larger proportion reported inservice

training during full year programs, figures indicate an increase for the

more recent full year and summer programs.

( Position at Center)

For Full Year and Summer 1967 programs, information is available on staff

members according to their positions in any of four groups. The professional

educational, psychological and social services staff is composed of the

administrators, teachers, psychologists, social workers, consultants, and

any other staff falling into this overall category but for whom no job title

was provided on the form. The professional medical/dental staff is made up

of physicians, dentists, optometrists, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists

and any other staff within this category for whom no job title was provided.

107



Program assistants are composed of those staff members filling the career

positions particularly created by the Head Start program and include teacher

aides, social worker aides, any other aides working along with and being

trained by the professional educational, psychological, and social service

staff; nurses' aides are also included. Other assistants refer to those

employed as cooks, chauffeurs, maintenance workers, secretaries, clerical

staff and any others falling into this category for whom no job titles were

provided.

For both full year and summer programs, 30% -.327 ofthe total staff fill

professional educational, psychological and social service positions and

approximately 3% fill professional medical and dental positions. Some

program variation is evident in proportion of those in program assistant

positions and those working as other assistants. For Full Year 1967,

38% of the total staff are program assistants and over 24% are other

assistants compared to Summer 1967 where proportions are equal with

32% employed in each category (Table D-I.1, D-II.1). However, teacher

aides make up a larger proportion of the staff in full Year (30%) compared

to the summer program (24%); and other assistants (other than those in

positions listed) make up a larger proportion in the summer (17%) compared to

the full year program (9%). Proportions of staff members filling other

positions appear comparable for both programs.
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In general, program differences are reflected in hours worked per week

with over 46.0% of all staff members working 33-40 hours per week in Full

Year 1967 compared to over 40.07 working 25-32 hours per week in Summer 1967

(Tables D-I.2, D-II.2). However, for Full Year 1967, 1.6% of the professional

educational, psychological and social service personnel, and 22% of the program

assistants worked 25-32 hours per week; 20% of the professional medi-

cal/dental personnel and 16% of the other assistants worked 3-8 hours

per week. For Summer 1967, 35% of the professional-educational, psychological

and social service staff worked 33-40 hours per week; 19%-21% of the program

assistants and other assistants worked 17-24 hours a week; and 177..

of the professional medical/dental personnel worked 1-8 hours per week.

For Full Year and Summer 1967, 649. -689. of the total staff were employed

full-time (Tables D-I. 3, D-II.3). For both programs this represented

81%-83% of the professional educational, psychological and social service staff

and 67%-70% of the program assistants; while over 52% of the- prolession-

al medical/dental staff reported part time employment. Some program differences,

however, were reflected for the other assistants with 43% working .

full time in full year compared to 59% in the summer program.

For both programs, 43%-46% of the professional educational, psychological

and social staff were 22-33 years old; and over 38% of the professional

medical/dental staff were 40-51 years old with age differences more apparent

between programs for program assistants and other assistants.

(Tables D-1.4, D-11.4). For Full Year 1967, 55.2% of the .program assist-

ants were 22-39 years old and 45.0% of the other assistants
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were 28-45 years old, compared to Summer 1967 where 51% of the program .

assistants and 42% of the other assistants' were under 22 years old.

For Full Year 1967, the largest proportion of the professional educational,

psychological, social, and medical/dental personnel were Caucasian staff mem-

bers; the second largest proportion were Negro staff members; over 5% of

the first professional group were Puerto Rican and over 5% of the second

were American Indian staff members (Tables D-I.5). The largest percentage

of program assistants and other assistants were Negro staff mem-

bers; the second largest were Caucasian staff members; over 8% were American

Indian, and over 5% were Mexican American and Puerto Rican staff members.

For Summer 1967, the largest proportion for all groups were Caucasian staff;

the second largest were Negro staff members; and over 6% of the program

assistants and other assistants were American Indian staffmembers

(Table D-II.5).

For both programs, 23%-27% of the professional medical/dental and 17%-20%

of the other assistants were male, representing a much larger

proportion of male staff members for these positions when compared to- the

other two categories (Tables D-I.6, D-II.6). For both programs the pro-

gram assistants had the largest proportion of female staff members com-

pared to the other three groups.

Although for both programs the largest proportion of the professional

groups had 3-4 years of college and the largest proportion of the program

assistants and other assistants had 11-12 years of school, pro-

gram variation was evident (Tables D-I.7, D-II.7). For Full Year 1967,
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69.3% of the professional educational, psychological, and-social staff, and

61.5% of the professional medical/dental staff had 3 or more years of college

compared to 93-.6% and 66.7% for these groups respectively in the Summer 1967

program. For Full Year 1967, 65% of the prOgram assistants anu 56.6%

of the .other assistants had 9-12 years of school compared to 57.1%

and_64.1% respectively for each of these groups in the Summer 1967 program.

A similar pattern is apparent for highest level of school completed (Tables

D-I.8, D-II.8). For both programs and highest level of school completed,

the largest proportion of professional educational, psychological and social

staff had Bachelor's Degrees; the largest proportion of professional medical/

dental staff were Registered Nurses; over 53% of the program assist,

ants had high school degrees; and the largest proportion of the other

assistants were:elementary school graduates. For Full Year 1967

22.0% of the professional educational, psychological and social service staff were

high school graduates; 46.3% had Bachelor's Degrees, and 10.7% had Master's

Degrees compared to Summer 1967 where 5.5% of this group were high school

graduates, 66.0% had Bachelor's Degrees, and 21.67. had Master's Degrees.

For both programs, over 159. of the professional medical/dental staff were

Medical Doctors?. (MDs); however, for Full Year 1967, 19.3% of this staff had

Bachelor's Degrees, 7,7% were Doctors of .Dental .Surgery 1DDS), =and 33.89.

were Registered Nurses (RN), compared to Summer 1967 where 13.99. of this staff

had Bachelor's Degrees, 10.9% were DDS's, and 42.2% were RN's. For both pro-

grams, distributions for the program assistants were farily comparable;

most of this group had high school or elementary school degrees and 39. -49.

had Bachelor's Degrees.
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For both-programs, 4-5% of the ,other assistants had no degree (had

completed -no leVel per se in school); and for Full Year 1967, 42.5%

of this group had elementary school degrees, 35.37._had high school degrees

compared to Summer 1967 where 54.37 had elethentary school degrees and

30.3% had-- high-school degrees.

For both programs and those reporting a degree major, the largest pro-

portion of the professional educational, psychological and social service staff

majored in education; the largest proportion of the professional medical/

dental staff majored in physics, biology, or science; and for those .pro-

gram assistants with college degrees, most had majored in education

(Tables D-II.9).

Educational, sycholopica, and.Social Service,Staff

For both programs, the largest proportion of professional educational,

psychological, and social service personnel had taken education courses leading

to a degree in education or home economics at a college or university;

while the largest proportion of.educational, psychological, and social ser-

vice program assistants had not (Tables D-I.10,.D-II.10). However,

for Full Year 1967, 73.7% of the professional group and 15.47 of the pro-

gram assistants had taken education courses compared to Summer 1967,

where 89.5% of the professional group and 18.6% of the program assist-

ants had, indicating a higher proportion for the summer- program.
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For both programs and those who had taken education courses, the largest

proportion indicated their major field was elementary education with no

nursery school practice teaching (Tables D-I.11, D-II.11). However,

for Full Year 1967, 13%-1570 of the professional group and program

assistants majored in early childhood devdlopment with supervised

nursery school practice teaching; and 35.1% of the professional and 28.8%

of the program assistants had majored in elementary education (no

nursery school practice teaching) compared to Summer 1967 where for each

group 6%-9% had majored in early childhood development with supervised

nursery school practice teaching; and 49.87, and 43.770 had majored in

elementary education with no nursery school practice teaching,

For those who did not take education courses leading to a degree, for

each program and professional educational, psychological and social staff,

5.47. and 10.4% had taken a nursery school practice teaching course as an

elective in college; and 33.3% and 52.57 had taken introductory and/or

advanced coursework in early childhood education or child development in

college. Only a small proportion of the program assistants- had taken

coursework in either category (Tables D-I.12,13;

For each program respectively, 12.0% and 7.770 of the professional and 8,07,

and 6.7% of the educational, psychologidal'and social service program assist-

ants had taken 6n adult education course in early childhood development

prior to Head Start employment with most participating in a course lasting

1-3 months (Tables D-I.14, D- II. -14; 1:0-I.15, and D-II.15).
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For Full Year 1967, 6.2% of the professional and 4.9% of the educational, psycho-

logical, and social service program assistutshad taken a course in nursery

school teaching outside of a college or university (e.g. Montessori or

other teaching methods) prior to Head Start employment; compared to 2%

of the professional group and program assistants for Summer 1967 (Tables

D-1.16, D-I1.16). For those who did take such a course, the largest pro-

portion participated in a course lasting 1-3 months with the second largest

proportion in one lasting 4-6 months (Tables D-I.17, D-II.17). For Full

Year 1967, 39.67 of the professional staff and 49.2% of the educational, psycho-

logical and social work program assistants' who took the course received a

certificate; for Summer 1967 and each group respectively, 38.7% and 40.2%

did (Tables D-I.18, D-II.18).

Medical and Dental Staff Members

For Full Year 1967, 68.87 of the professional staff and 33% of the medical and

dental program assistants had had special training or experience in

health care of preschool children while for Summer 1967, and each group

respectively, 71.1% and 29.8% did (Tables D-I.19, D-II.19).

For Full Year 1967, 38.5% of the professional staff and 12.6% of the medical

and dental program assistants had had previous experience with educational

programs for preschool children compared to Summer 1967, where fOr each

group respectively, 59,5% and 41.6% did (Tables D-I.20, D-II.20).

All Staff Members

For Full Year 1967, 15.97 of the professional educational, psychological

and social service staff; 9.5% of the program assistants, and approxi-
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mately 2% of the professional medical/dental staff and other assistants

had attended 8 week university sponsored Head Start training programs;

for Summer 1967, 4.470 of the professional educatiohal, pyschological and

social service staff, over 170 of the program assistants and professional

medical/dental personnel, and 2.570 of the other assistants had participated

in the 8 week training sessions suggesting that these staff members had

also participated in full year Head Start programs (Tables D- I.21,D-II.21).

For Full Year 1967, 24.270 of the professional educational, psychological

and social service staff, 13.9% of the program assistants, and 37. - 570 of

the professional medical/dental staff and other assistants had participated

in 6 day university sponsored Head Start orientation programs suggesting

that these staff members had participated in summer Head Start programs.

For Summer 1967, 64.970 of the professional educational, psychological,

and social service staff, 34.8h of the program assistants, 13.7% of the

professional medical/dental staff and 5.170 of the other assistants' had

participated in the 6 day orientation sessions.

During the 1967 Full Year program, 72.870 of the professional educational,

psychological, and social service staff,,59.8% of the program assistants,

35.5% of the professional medical/dental staff and 28.1% of the other

assistants participated in in-service lectures, movies, and/or demonstrations

on child development. During the 1967 Summer program, 56.370 of the profes-

sional educational, psychological and social service staff, 40.8% of the

program assistants, 21.5% of the professional medical/dental staff and 13.8%

of the other assistants participated in comparable activities.
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For Full Year 1967, 58.3% of the professional educational, psychological,

and social service staff, 49.5% of the program assistants,. and 14% = 16%

of the professional medical/dental personnel. and other assistants received

inservice training and guidance on teaching preschool children compared

to Summer 1967 where 37.3% of the professional educational, psychological,

and social service staff,27.4% of the program assistants, and 8% - 1()% of

the professional medical/dental staff and other assistants received this

type of inservice training.

For Full Year 1967, 17.47 of the professional educational, psychological,

and social service staff, 9.8% of the program assistants,. 5.3%.of the

professional medical/dental personnel and 1.5% of the other assistants took

adult education or extension courses offered by a- local college or uni-

versity for credit after being employed by Head Start compared to Summer

1967 where fewer than 57 for any group did so.

For both programs, over 237 of the total professional medical/dental ?ersonnel

177 of the program assistants, and 31% of the other assistants felt

the above training activities were not applicable to their work compared

to 47 -7% of the professional educational, psychological, and social service staff

A similar pattern was evident for those not reporting for this section.

For those who reported inservice training and number of meetings for Full

Year and Summer 1967, most had attended one or two meetings with a lecture,

movie and/or demonstration; one or two on classroom techniques, and one or

two on guidance with psychological problems in the month prior to comple-

tion of the form (Tables D-I. 22,23,24 and D-II. 22,23,24).
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For both programs, the largest proportion of staff members served one Head

Start center only, representing over 91% of the professional educational,

psychological and social service staff, 97% of the program assistants, and

96% of the other assistants. The largest proportion of those serving

more than one center were professional medical/dental personnel representing

37.8% and 24.0% of this staff for each program respectively (Tables D-I.25,

D-II.25).

For each program respectively, 69.2% and 75.1% of the professional education-

al, psychological and social service staff and 74.9% and.81.47 of the pro-

gram assistants served only one class at one center; while 51.9% and 81.07.

of the professional medical/dental staff and 41.1% and 49.0% of the

other assistants served more than one class at one center (Tables D-I.26,

D-II.26).

For both programs, over 757. of the program assistants and other assist

ants resided in the neighborhood near the Head Start center with program

variation reflected for the other two groups (Tables D-I.27, D-II.27).

For Full Year 1967, 42% -47% of the professional educational, psychological,

social and medical/dental staff resided near the Head Start center compared

to 567. -627, for Summer 1967.

For each program, 897 -91% of the professional educational, psychological,

and social staff; 78.7% and 85.7% of the professional medical/dental per-

sonnel; over 81% of the program assistants and 72°Cof the other assist-.

ants completing these forms were paid employees at the Head Start center

D-I.28, D-II.28). For both programs, over 21% of the
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other assistants completing these forms were volunteers.

For both programs, a larger proportion of program assistants and other

assistants reported total family income as less than $3000 (31% - 37%)

compared to the professional educational, psychological, social service and

medical/dental staff (2% - 10%);over 41% of the professional groups reported family

income as $8000 and over (Tables D-I.29, D-II.29). However, larger numbers

for all groups were in the lower income brackets during the full year com-

pared to the summer program.

For Full Year 1967, 55.9% of the professional educational, psychological,

and social service staff, 46.5% of the professional medical/dental personnel,

and over 75% of the program assistants and other assistants had less than six

months of paid experience with preschool children prior to employment in

Head Start. For Summer 1967, figures are comparable for the other assistants

but for each of the other staff member groups respectively, 61.8%, 38.5%, and

83.0% had less than six months of this type of experience (Tables D-I.30,

D-II. 30). For each program respectively, 24.4% and 35.4% of the professional

and medical/dental personnel had over five years of paid experience with pre-

school children prior to Head Start employment.

For Full Year 1967, 53.7% of: the professional educational, psychological and

social service staff, 47.7% of the professional medical/dental personnel, and

cmer73% of the program assistants and other assistants had less than six

months of experience working with groups of children from conditions of

poverty prior to Head Start employment compared to Summer 1967 where figures

are similar for the professional medical/dental personnel and other assistants

but differ for the professional educational, psychological, social service
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staff(44.7%)and program assistants (84.3%) (Tables D-1.31, D-II.31). In

addition, for Summer 1967, over 28% of the professional educational, psycho-

logical, social service, and medical/dental staff had over five years of

such work experience.

For Full Year 1967, the largest proportion of staff in each category had

been employed from one to twelve months in Head Start (the range

to be expected given the different beginning dates of operation for the

centers surveyed). However, over 29% of the professional educational,

psychological, and social service staff, over 20% of the professional

medical/dental staff and program assistants, and 13% of the other

assistants had been employed in Head Start for more than one year suggesting

either employment in previous summer programs or affiliation with more than

one term of a full year program. Somewhat analogous is the data for Summer

1967. Moss of the staff in each category had been employed in Head Start

for one to three months (the range of time that would cover one summer

program). However, 33% of the professional educational, psychological

and social services staff, 25% of the professional medical/dental staff,

over 11% of the program assistants and 17% of the other assistants had been

employed in Head Start four to six months suggesting employment in previous

summer programs. In addition, for each group respectively, 4.8%, 5.2%,

2.8%, and 3.8% had been employed in Head Start over six months suggesting

that at least these staff members may have also been employed in a full

year program. Data on staff participation in Head Start training sessions

for both programs support these suggestions. (Tables D-I.32,
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For Full Year 1967, fewer than 26% of the staff in any staff category were

fluent in a language other than English compared to Summer 1967 where fewer than

19% were(Tables D -1.33, D-II.33). For both programs, the dominant lan-

guage (other than English) in which staff members were fluent was Spanish.

A similar pat -tern was- evident with respect to proportions of staff speaking a

language other than English with the children in the program. Spanish re-

mained the dominant language (other than English) used with the children

(Tables- D-I34 and D-II.34).

( Status of Employment)

Although for Full. Year and Summer 1967 Head Start programs, over 81% of the

staff members completing these forms were paid personnel and only 12%-14%

were volunteers, a comparison of paid and volunteer personnel is useful.

These data probably reflect a fairly accurate picture of volunteers- affi-

liated with the Head Start centers on a regular and continuous basis over

the full program term; but may not be representative of the many volunteers

intermittently associated with Head Start from time to time on a less fre-

quent basis. For those volunteers who are represented in this section, a number

of them did not respond- to those items referring to- hours= worked per week,

type of employment, family income, and length of Head Start employment suggesting

that they tend to consider these items not applicable to those engaged in a

volunteer capacity.

For Full Year 1967, 52.7% of the paid staff worked 33-40 hours per week and

51.9% of the volunteer staff worked 1.8 hours a week; in contrast, for

Summer 1967, 45.0% of the paid staff worked 25-32 hours per week and 41.6%

of the volunteers worked 9-2.4 hours per week (Table However, 16%-24%

of the volunteers did not respond for this item.
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For each program, over 73% of the paid personnel worked full-time while

60.4% and 52,2% of the volunteers worked part-time (Table D-III.2). However,

23% - 33% of the volunteers did not report this information.

For Full Year 1967, over 52% of both the paid and volunteer staff members

were between 22-39 years old, compared to Summer 1967 where 38.4% of the

paid and 17.1% of the volunteer staff members were 22-39 years old, and

26% of the paid and 73% of the volunteers were under 22 years old (Table

D-III.3).

For Full Year 1967, the largest proportion of paid personnel were Negro

staff members (41%) and over 61% of the volunteers were Caucasian staff mem-

bers compared to Summer 1967 where the largest proportion of both paid

personnel (59%) and volunteers (657) were Caucasian staff memberd (Table

D-III.4). For Full Year 1967, 7.3% of the paid personnel and 3.3% of the

volunteers were American Indian; over 4.7% of both groups were Mexican-

American; and 5.5% of the paid personnel and 8.3% of the volunteers were

Puerto Rican staff members. For Summer 1967, data are generally comparable,

except that fewer than 2% of either paid staff or volunteers were Puerto

Rican.

For Full Year 1967, 9.0% of the paid staff and 11.8% of the volunteers were male,

compared to Summer 1967 where there were more male staff members representing

14.1% of the paid personnel and 13.6% of the volunteers (Table D-III.5).

For Full Year 1967, over 33% of the paid and-volunteer staff had completed

11-12 years of school, over 10% had completed-1 -2 years of college, over 17%

had completed 3-4 years of college-, and-over 9% had completed 5 or more years

of college indicating no major educational differences between these two-groups

(Table D-III.6). However, for Summer 1966, over 277. of the paid:staff had

completed -11 -12 -years of school while the largest proportion of volunteer
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staff had completed 5-8 years of school and differences were reflected, for

most -of the categories.

The same pattern is apparent for both programs on highest level of education

completed (Table D-111.7). For Full Year 1967, the largest proportion of paid

and volunteer staff members had high school degrees compared to Summer 1967

where the largest proportion of the paid staff had high school degrees and

the largest proportion of volunteer staff had elementary school degrees. As over

47% of the volunteers in the summer program were under 16 years of age, this

may reflect utilization of teenagers and in-school youth.

For both programs and those paid and volunteer si:aff members who had college

degrees, the largest percentage had majored in education (Table D-I1I.8).

Educational, Psychological, and Social Service Staff

For Full Year 1967, 42.9% of the paid and 32.7% of the volunteer educational,

psychological, and social service staff members had taken education courses leading

to a degree in education or home economics at a college or university compared

to Summer 1967 where 56.7% of the paid staff and 19.6% of the volunteers had

done so (Table D-III.9).

For those who had taken education courses, the largest proportion in both

summer and full year programs had majored in elementary education- with no

nursery school practice teaching (Table D-III.10).

For both programs and those who did not take education courses leading to a

degree, only 2.37 of the paid staff and less than 1% of the volunteers had

taken a nursery school practice teaching course as an elective in college

while 12.6% and 11.9% of the paid staff,- and 15.1% and 4.0% of the volunteer

staff had taken introductory and/or advanced coursework in early childhood

education or child development (Tables D-III.11, 12).
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For each program 7%-107 of- the paid personnel and 3%-47. of the volunteer staff

had taken an adult education course in early childhood development prior to

Head Start employment with most participating in a course lasting 1-3 months

(Tables D-III.13, 14).

For Full Year 1967, 5.9% of the paid personnel and 1.1% of the volunteers had

taken a course in nursery school teaching outside of a college or university

(e.g -. Montessori or other teaching methods)- prior to Head Start employment com-

pared to over 2% of the paid and volunteer staff for Summer 1967 (Table D-III.15).

For those who did so, the largest proportion of all but the volunteer staff for

Full Year 1967 participated in a course lasting 1-3 months; for Full Year 1967,

the largest proportion of volunteers had participated in a course lasting 4-6

months; and over 41% of all but the volunteer staff in Summer 1967 received a

certificate (Tables D- III.16, 17).

Medical/Dental Staff Members

For both programs, 687, of the paid and 44% of the volunteer medical/dental staff

members had had special training or experience in health care of preschool

children (Table D-III.18).

For Tull Year 1967, 33 % -35% of the paid and volunteer medical/dental staff

members had had previous experience with educational programs for preschool

children compared to Summer 1967 where over 58Zof --booth 'the paid -and-volunteer

staff did (Table

All Staff Members

For-Full Year 1967, 11.0%- f the paid staff and 1.0% of the volunteers had

attended 8 week university sponsored _Head Start training -programs while for

Summer 1967, 3.5% of the paid and 0.1% of the- volunteers had done-so suggesting.

they had participated in- fuLl year programs (Table D-III.20). For Full-Year

1967, 16.4% of the paid- personnel -and- 2.2% of the volunteers had participated

in--6-day university sponsoredAead Start orientation programs suggesting they
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had participated in summer programs, and for Summer 1967, 38.7% of the paid

staff and 3.Mof the volunteers had.

For Full Year 1967, 60.2% of the paid and 25;8% of the -- volunteer staff received

inservice lectures, movies, and/or demonstrations on child development during

the Head-Start program compared to Summer 1967 where 39.3% of the paid and

17.970 of the volunteer staff did,

For Full Year 1967, 47.7% of the paid and 16.9% of the volunteer staff received

inservice training and guidance on teaching preschool children. In the 1967

Summer program, considerably fewer of the paid workers (26.3%) received in-

service training,while the figure for volunteers remained comparable (14.4%).

For Full Year 1967, 11.8% of the paid and 2.3% of the- volunteer staff took

adult education courses offered by a local college or university for credit

after being employed by Head Start compared.to Summer 1967 where 2.7% of the

paid and less than 1% of the volunteer staff dia. For both programs, over 15%

of the paid and 32% of the volunteer staff felt the above activities were not

applicable to their work.

For those who reported inservice training and number of meetings for both

programs, most had attended one or two meetings in the month prior to the

completion of -this form in the various categories listed (Tables D-III.21, 22, 23).

For both programs, over 94% of the paid- staff and over 98% of the volunteers

served one Head Start center only 1Table 24)-.

For both programs, 63% of the paid and over 70% of the volunteer staff served

only one class in one center (Table D-III.25).

For Full Year 1967, 63%-67% of the paid and volunteer staff resided in the

neighborhood-near the Head Start center; compared to Summer 1967 where 71%-

73% of the paid and volunteer staff did (Table D- III.26).
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For both programs, a larger proportion of the paid staff reported family

income as lees than $ 3000 in comparison to the volunteers, and a larger

proportion of volunteers reported family income as $ 10,000 and over;

however, 11%-25% of the volunteers did not respond to this item (Table D-III.27).

For both programs, 687. -727. of the paid staff and over 82% of the volunteers had

fewer than six months of paid experience with preschool children; and 65%-67% of

the paid staff and 797. -837. of the volunteers had fewer than six months of experi-

ence working with groups of children from conditions of poverty prior to Head

Start employment (Tables D-III. 28, 29).

For Full Year 1967, 187. -197. of the paid and volunteer staff had been employed

in Head Start for 1-3 months; 197. -21% of the paid and volunteer staff had been

employed for 4-6 mcnths; and over 17% of the paid staff had been employed 13-18

months; compared to Summer 1967 where 567. -597 of the paid and volunteer staff

had been employed in Head Start for 1-3 months; and 23.1% of the paid and 5.37.

of the volunteers had been Employed 4-6 months (Table 30). However,

37%-397 of the volunteers did not respond to this item.

For Full Year 1967, 76.7% of the paid and 73.3% of the volunteers were not

fluent in any language other than English compared to Summer 1967 where 83.4%

of the paid and 78.6% of the volunteers were not (Table D-III.31). For both

prograins, the dominant language (other than English) in which staff members

were fluent was Spanish.

For Full Year 1967, percentages of both paid-and volunteer staff who used

languages other than English with the children in the program were greater

than for Summer 1967 (Table D-III.32). However, the dominant language (other

than-English) used-by the staff members in each prograth-was Spanish-representing

over 13% of both groups in the full year program and over 6% of both group,

in the-summer program.
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E. Paid and Voluntary Workers' Evaluation of the Program

In general, Project Head Start workers responded fairly consistently for all

the programs for which this questionnaire was used (Table E, Items 1-46).

Most workers gave favorable ratings to all of the items and it is possible

that these responses reflect "cliches" and "social desirability." However,

some variation was evident when ratings were combined (good and very good;

fair and poor) and compared.

Attitude Toward Program

For all three Head Start programs, workers gave very high ratings to the

general morale of teachers, their aides, and volunteers (Table E.1). For

Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966, 92%-94% rated this as good and

very good with few considering it fair, poor, or not applicable. Fewer

workers gave the highest rating to the suitability of their daily schedule

(Table E.2); however, for the three programs, 87%-90% rated it as good and

very good with a slight decrease in proportion rating it fair and poor (6%-

3%). Although ratings were lower, a similar pattern was apparent for their

evaluation of number of workers to carry out the goals of the program

(Table E.3) indicating an increase across programs in proportion rating

this item as good and very good (78 % -83 %) and a decrease in proportion rating

it fair and poor (16%-8%).

Workers judging relevancy of curriculum to the child age group involved

(Table E.4) as good and very good decreased across programs (85%-78%), and

those responding to the "not applicable" category increased (5%-11%). This

tendency is probably an indication of a broader range of staff members com-

pleting the form.
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In the area of cooperation from parents (Table E.5) fewer workers for any

program rated this as very good. For the Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and

Summer 1966 programs respectively, 73.8%, 65.0%, and 68.4% rated it as good

and very good with lb.7%, 23.5%, and 20.7% rating it fair and poor indicating

a tendency toward slightly lower ratings on this item during the full year

compared to the summer programs. This pattern was also evident on workers'

ratings of facilities of the preschool area (Table E.6), with 82.3%, 70.9%,

and 78.7% for each program respectively rating this as good and very good,

and 14.1%, 23.8%, and 14.5% rating it fair and poor.

With respect to amount of available play materials (Table E.7) for each pro-

gram, 76.2%, 76.6%, and 72.6% considered it good and very good; and 15%-17%

rated it fair and poor with an increasing proportion of workers across pro-

grams judging it not applicable to their work. Although ratings were some-

what higher, a similar response pattern was apparent on quality of available

play materials (Table E.8) with 80.4%, 80.0%, and 75.5% of the workers judging

it good and very good; 11%-13% rating it fair and poor, and an increasing

proportion of workers across programs considering it not applicable.

For adequacy of physical maintenance of the preschool area (Table E.9), 74 %-

78% considered it good and very good with over 14% of the workers for each

program rating it fair and poor.

For each program respectively, 88.4%, 81.9%, and 85.0% of the workers rated

quality of teaching supervision (Table E.10) as good and very good with

3.5%, 5.1%, and 2.3% rating it fair and poor suggesting a slight difference

between full year and summer programs.
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A smaller proportion of the workers for all programs (49%-54%) considered

usefulness of children's psychological measures and ratings to their teaching

(Table E.11) as good and very good; however, this was somewhat offset by a

larger proportion of workers judging it not applicable to their work (23%-

35%).

There was a tendency for a larger proportion of workers in the summer programs

(over 75%) to rate adequacy of transportation for parents and children (Table

E. 12) as good and very good in comparison to those in the full year program

(68%) where a larger proportion of workers judged it not applicable to their

work. Similar program differences were reflected in the higher ratings for

availability of medical/dental services (Table E. 13) with a decrease for

summer programs in proportion of workers giving lower ratings and increase

in those judging it not applicable to their work.

For all programs, fewer than 50% of the workers for any program rated

availability of special education facilities (Table E. 14) as good and very

good; 16%-20% rated it fair and poor. Over 25% considered it not applicable

to their work.

In comparison to responses for other items, fewer workers rated availability

of psychological/psychiatric services (Table E015) as good and very good

for any of the programs (34%-43%), and 20%-24% rated it fair and poor.

Over 50% of the workers for all programs considered availability of social

services (Table E.16) as good and very good with proportion rating it fair

and poor decreasing from 19.2% in Summer 1965 to 14.9% in Summer 1966.
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On ratings for adequacy of parent-teacher conference time set (Table E.17)

over 57% of the workers rated it good and very good, with decreasing proportions

over time from 1965 to 1966 rating it fair and poor (21.1% to 13.4%).

Attitude toward ro raffl elements as related to the h sical and psychological

health of the child and his educational development

A very high proportion of workers for all programs considered the program

elements listed (Table E. 18-25) as worthwhile or very worthwhile to the

physical and psychological health of the child and his educational develop-

ment with few rating them occasionally worthwhile, a waste of time, or not

applicable.

For Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966, 89%-91% of the workers

considered the medical examination (Table E.18) worthwhile or very worthwhile;

and 84%-877 considered the dental examination (Table E 19) worthwhile or very

worthwhile.

For each program, over 887 of the workers rated opportunity to attend school

at an early age (Table E.20) and increased experience with a varity of toys

and games (Table E.21) as worthwhile or very worthwhile. On increased experi-

ence with a variey of books, stories, and music (Table E. 22), 89%-937 of the

workers considered it worthwhile or very worthwhile.

For Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966, 867 -89% of the workers

rated trips into the community (Table E.23) as worthwhile or very worthwhile;

and 90%-93% rated individual attention to each child (Table E.24) and oppor-

tunity to participate in group children activities (Table E.25) as worthwhile

or very worthwhile.
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How children were affected

Most of the workers for all programs rated children as better or much better

in the various areas covered in this section (Table E.26-34) with few feeling

that the children had experienced no change, were made worse or much worse in

these areas as a result of the Project Head Start program. However, on all

items, the proportion of workers rating children as better or much better

decreased and proportion of workers considering the items as not applicable

to their work increased across program terms. This pattern of decrease may

represent a shift of response away from "socially desirable cliches" and

reflect a more critical attitude rather than a true decrease in perception of

program effectiveness.

Over 55% of the workers for all programs rated "getting along with other

children" (Table E.26) as much better. When categories were combined for

each grogram 99.3%, 89.8%, and 88.4% respectively rated this item as better

or much better.

From Summer 1965 to Summer 1966, workers rating self-confidence (Table E.27)

as. better or much better decreased from 93% to 86%;and proportion considering

speaking ability (Table E.28) to be better or much better decreased from 90%

to 82%.For both items, a larger proportion of workers in the summer programs

rated children as better in these areas in comparison to the larger proportion

of workers rating children as much better in these areas during the full year

program. In addition, 4% of the workers in the summer programs felt there

had been no change in the speaking ability of the children.

A larger proportion of workers for all programs reported everyday manners

(Table E.29) as better (46%-49%) compared to those reporting it as much better
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(35%-42%), and proportion rating the children as better or much better in

this area decreased from 91.7% to 85.3% by Summer 1966.

There was a noticeable decrease in the proportion of workers rating "finishing

what he starts" (Table E.30) in the much better category (26%-30%) when com-

pared to the ratings for all other items in this section and over 53% of the

workers in all programs rated this item as better. From the Summer 1965

program to Summer 1966, the percentage rating this item as better or much

better decreased from 88.4% to 79.9%. About 4% of the workers for the

summer programs felt there was no change in this area.

There was a similar pattern reflected for all programs on ratings for "doing

what he is told" (Table E.31) with over 50% of the workers considering children

to be better in this area, and a decrease over time in proportion rating

children as better or much better on this item (91%-84%).

Over 50% of the workers for all programs rated "being interested in new

things" (Table E.32) as much better and when categories were combined for

each program, 92.5%, 88.1%, and 85.1% rated this area as better or much

better.

From Summer 1965 to Summer 1966, proportion of workers rating "can do things

on his own" (Table E.33) as better or much better decreased from 91% to 83%.

There was a tendency toward a larger proportion of workers in the summer

programs to rate the children as better in this area while the urger pro-

portion i.,f workers in the full year program rated children as much better

on this item.
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Over 53% of the workers for all programs rated chances of success in kinder-

garten or first grade (Table E.34) as much better, with proportion rating this

item as better or much better decreasing over time from 92% to 84%.

How parents were affected by the program

Although a large proportion of workers for all programs considered parents to

be affected more or much more in the areas covered in this section (Table E.

Items 35-40) as a result of their Head Start experience, a slight decrease for

these combined ratings was evident across program terms for all items. For

Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966, a large proportion considered all of the items

as not applicable to their work (12%-20%).

For the Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966 programs respectively,

86.2%, 77.0%, and 74.7% of the workers rated "involvement with child's educa-

tion" (Table E.35) as more or much more with few feeling there had been no

change in this area.

Frcm Summer 1965 to Summer 1966, the proportion rating "concern over own

appearance" (Table E.36) as more or much more decreased from 68.4% to 57.7%

and for all programs, 16% to 21% of the workers felt there had been no change.

A similar pattern was evident for ratings on participation in community affairs

(Table E.37), where percentage of workers judging parents as more or much more

affected decreased over time from 69.1% to 56.5%, and for all programs, 14.9%-

20.4% felt there had been no change in this area.

Reporting for Summer 1965 only, 76.9% of the workers rated awareness of

enlightened child rearing practices (Table E.38) as more or much more with

12.8% feeling there had been no change.

170



Workers rating parents on interpersonal relations as being more or much more

effective (Table E.39) decreased from 72.3% in Summer 1965 to 59.8% in Summer

1966, and proportion rating parents as more or much more knowledgeable on

community resources (Table E.40) decreased from 75.2% to 64.3%.

How workers were affected by the program

For Summer 1965, Full Year 1966, and Summer 1966 respectively, 86.6%, 79.9%,

and 78.0% of the workers felt they were more or much more knowledgeable on

teaching children of this age (Table E.41) as a result of their Head Start

experience indicating a slight decrease over time for these combined ratings

and an increase in proportion of workers across programs feeling this item

was not applicable to their work.

For each program, 88.5%, 86.9%, and 83.9% respectively thought they were

more or much more aware of the environment these children experience (Table

E.42); 82.0%, 80.2%, and 76.6% felt they had acquired more or many more new

techniques to interact with children effectively (Table E.43); and 80.3%,

76.1%, and 73.1% felt they were more or much more knowledgeable about and

had gained in ability to deal with other professional workers in child develop-

ment (Table E.44).

Over 90% of the workers for all programs enjoyed their program duties (Table

E.45) very much an over 837 looked forward very much to future participation

in Head Start programs (Table E.46).
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F. Parent Activities

The instruments utilized to collect information on parent participation

and activities in Head Start were comparable for the 1966 programs but

substantially revised for the 1967 programs. The two differing formats

enable comparison between Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966 programs; and

Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967 programs but not across programs. The

data will be reported separately to reflect these distinctions.

( Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966 )

Data on parent activities for the Full Year 1966 and Summer 1966 Head Start

programs collected at the class level primarily involved parent participation

( mothers and fathers ) in formal parent meetings, teacher and parent initiated

conferences, trips and social events along with number of parents serving as

staff members ( where available data from Summer 1965 has also been included

in this section ).

On the average, a larger number of formal parent meetings were held during

the Full Year 1966 program, and a larger proportion of the total number of

parents attended all six meetings for which data was collected when com-

pared to the Summer 1966 program (Table F. However, for both pro-

grams, attendance was largest for the first formal meeting held (39% and

29%) and dropped off considerably by the sixth meeting (10% and 5%). Dis-

tributions on those parents who attended these meetings indicated that a

much larger proportion of mothers than fathers attended for both programs

and all meetings (Table F. 1 C). However, for Full Year 1966, a larger

percentage of fathers attended all of the meetings when compared to

Summer 1966.

For both programs, teacher initiated conferences for parents were held more

frequently than other types of meetings at,-1 over 51% of all the parents

;-:.



attended ore or more of these meetings. However, on the average, a larger

number of conferences were held with a bigger proportion of parents atten-

ding during the full year when compared to the summer program (Table F. 2 A&B).

Although for all conferences, over 82% of those attending were mothers, a

larger, number of fathers attended the first four conferences during the

full year as compared to summer (Table F. 2C ).

For. Full Year and Summer 1966, 11% and 9% the total number of parents

initiated conferences; and the largest proportion of these were mothers.

However, a slightly larger number of fathers initiated conferences during

the summer when compared to the full year program (Table F. 3 A&B).

For both programs, on the average, 2.5 trips or social events were held

for parents in each class, and fewer parents attended these events com-

pared to other meetings (F. 4 A&B). For both programs, attendance was

higher for the first and dropped off by the fifth event; although for all

events, attendance was somewhat higher in the full year compared to

summer. Over 80% of the parents attending were mothers with a slightly

larger proportion of fathers in the full year attending the first three

events compared to summer.

A much larger number of parents were employed ( paid and volunteer ) in

the Head Start centers during the Summer 1965 program (19%) in comparison

to both Full Year and Summer 1966 where over 11% of all parents were

employed in the centers (Table F. 5 A,B,C). For all programs, a larger

proportion of those employed were mothers. For each program, most of the

parents ( both mothers and fathers ) were employed as volunteers with a

tendency across programs for parents in these positions to decrease and

proportion employed on a full-time paid basis to increase (Table F. 5D).
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In general, for Full Year and Summer 1966, ratings on degree of parent

enthusiasm, participation, and interest in various activities and the child

development program were similar with a larger proportion of mothers given

high ratings compared to fathers. However, as with the responses made by the

paid and voluntary workers (See: Section E) in their evaluation of the Head

Start program, these ratings are higher than one might expect when considering

the other data (discussed above) and may reflect the "expected response" or

"social desireability."

According to center staff, 36%-39% of the mothers and 11%-13% of the fathers

exhibited a very high degree of enthusiasm and participation at group parent-

teacher meetings and special events or planned trips (Table F.6, F.7). A

larger proportion of both mothers (44%-45%) and fathers (19%-20%) were rated

as having a very high degree of enthusiasm and interest in the child develop-

ment programs (Table F.8). A smaller number of mothers (26%) and fathers

(7%) were rated as having a very high degree of active participation and

enthusiasm over the course of the program; although over 51% of the mothers

and 31% of the fathers for both programs were rated high in this area (Table

F.9). In general, over 65% of the mothers and 23% of the fathers were con-

sideied by the center staff as having exhibited a high or very high degree of

enthusiasm and interest in the program (Table F.10).

( Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967 )

Data on parent activities for the Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967 programs

were collected at both the center and class level and related to types of

meetings sponsored for and by parents; center staff organized training
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and counseling activities for parents; the composition of the Parent

Advisory Committee; parent employment in the center, and parent-teacher

activities at the class level.

For Full Year 1967 and Summer 1967 respectively, 69.8% and 80.0% of the

Head Start centers sponsored one or more lectures, demonstrations, or work-

shops for parents in the month prior to completion of this form (Table

F-I.1a). For full year, the largest proportion of centers sponsored

meetings on child development (57%), health, (53%), and community and

social issues (47%); compared to summer where over 70% of the centers held

meetings on health and child development; 52% on supervised classroom ob-

servation and 49% on community and social issues.

Only 4%-8% of the centers for either program sponsored literacy, vocational,

or other training courses for parents during a given month (Table F-I. lb).

A larger proportion sponsored pre-service staff development courses during

the same time period ( 12% and 23% for each program, respectively).

For both programs, over 61% of the centers provided social service coun-

seling, 56% gave family and individual counseling, and over 28% provided

educational and vocational counseling to one or more families in a given

month (Table F-I. lc).

During the full year program, 55% of the centers elected members to the

Parent Advisory Committee, and 25% appointed them. In contrast, for the

summer program, 41% elected members and 42% appointed members to the

Parent Advisory Committee (Table F-I. 2a).
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For each program respectively, 75% and 84% of the Parent Advisory Com-

mittees sponsored one or more meetings in a given month. Over 53% of the

committees in full year and over 60% in summer sponsored meetings on or-

ganization and business; center policy and curriculum; and lectures, demon-

strations and workshops (Table F-I. 2b).

Over 76% of the centers held one. or more center-wide parent organized

meetings in a given month, with over 70% conducting one or more lectures,

demonstrations or workshops during this time period (Table F-1.3).

For both programs, 68% - 70% of the centers utilized parents as staff mem-

bers representing over 15% of the total number of parents and indicating

an increase over the Full Year and Summer 1966 programs (Table F-I.4,5).

For both programs and those parents employed, the largest proportion were

volunteers; however, a larger proportion were employed on a full-time paid

basis in the summer (17%), compared to full year (11%). With the exception

of Summer 1965, this trend is consistent over all the Head Start programs

surveyed.

Comparing types of lectures, demonstrations or workshops organized by the

staff at the center level and those organized at the class level for both

programs, distributions appear somewhat similar for most of the meetings

(Table F-I. 7). However, for full year and summer, a much larger pro-

portion of meetings held at the class level concerned supervised class-

room observations (28% - 32%) compared to center level meetings (14%-18%);

while a slightly larger proportion of center level meetings were concerned

with community and social issues, consumer education, and sewing compared

to those held at the class level.
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Comparing types of meetings sponsored at the center level by the Parent

Advisory Committee and those by center-wide parent organizations in a

given month, for both programs, a larger proportion of those sponsored by

the Parent Advisory Committee were devoted to organization and business;

community affairs; and center policy and curriculum compared to the center-

wide parent organized meetings (Table F-I. 8). In contrast, a much larger

proportion of meetings sponsored by center-wide parent organizations were

devoted to lectures, demonstrations, and workshops.

Distributions on meetings held for parents at the class level in a given

month for both full year and summer are comparable, with over 53% of the

meetings devoted to lectures, demonstrations, and workshops, and over 26%

devoted to special class activities (Table F-I. 9).

Differences were evident between full year and summer programs on parent-

teacher consultations over individual children held in a given month

(Table F-I. 10). Consultations of each type were held on a much larger

proportion of children during the summer as compared to full year.

For both programs, the largest number of consultations were teacher initiated

and held in both the home and at the center with the smallest number being

parent initiated and held at the home (Table 11).

For each program and those employed ( paid and volunteer) in the Head Start

centers, the largest proportion were teacher aides ( 50%-54%) with dis-

tributions somewhat similar for most of the other positions (Table F-II).

However, during full year, a larger proportion of parents filled

positions other than those listed (24%) :compared to the
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summer ( 9%). In addition, a slightly larger proportion ( 5%) of the

parents in the full year program were involved in equipment construction

or building maintenance and as housekeepers or launderers compared to

summer ( 1% - 2%).

For both programs, the largest proportion of parents in full-time paid

positions were teacher aides, cooks, and chauffeurs; and over 19% of the

parents in part-time paid positions worked in areas other than those listed.

For both programs and those parents employed, the largest proportion (69%-72%)

were part-time volunteers (Table F-III). This held true for a breakdown of

each of the positions according to status of employment with the exception

of those employed as cooks during the Summer 1967 program, where the lar-

gest percentage were employed on a full-time paid basis.
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